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By ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Senate’s top Republican 
issued a downbeat as-
sessment of talks on a 
government spending bill 
Wednesday, warning that 
it will require a “laser focus 
from both parties and both 
chambers” to meet next 
week’s deadline and avert 
a federal shutdown.
Across the Capitol, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi met 
with Hispanic lawmak-

ers about the upcoming 
appropriations measure, 
which is likely to largely 
maintain President Donald 
Trump’s tactical ability to 
fund his much-sought bor-
der wall.  “To be frank, only 
a laser focus from both par-
ties and both chambers on 
getting results will create 
a path to pass appropria-
tions bills this year,” Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell said. 

Continued on Page 2

House Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., speaks to reporters after Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., announced earlier that the House is moving forward to draft articles of 
impeachment against President Donald Trump, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 
2019. 
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House leaders racing the clock on 
govt. spending bill

Continued from Front

“There simply is not time left 
for my Democratic friends 
to continue haggling over 
... poison pills, partisan pol-
icy riders and presidential 

transfer authorities.”
As is often the case, Califor-
nia rivals Pelosi and Kevin 
McCarthy are feuding, this 
time about a long-shot Mc-
Carthy bid for additional 
funding for a controversial 

dam project that would 
provide more water for 
Central Valley farmers. 
Nobody wants a govern-
ment shutdown when a 
stopgap spending bill ex-
pires at the end of next 
week, but time is running 
out and it’s not at all cer-
tain that negotiations can 
close in time for the Sen-
ate to process a year-end 
spending package. An-
other temporary funding 
bill, called a continuing 
resolution, or CR, could be 
needed to avert a repeat 
of last year’s 35-day partial 
federal shutdown.
At issue is the almost one-
third of the federal budget 
passed by Congress each 
year for day-to-day opera-
tions of federal agencies. 

This year’s annual appro-
priations cycle was sup-
posed to be relatively easy 
after this summer’s budget 
and debt deal reversed a 
sharp set of spending cuts 
that would have otherwise 
struck both the Pentagon 
and domestic agencies.
But a Senate GOP move to 
more than triple a key bor-
der wall account to meet 
Trump’s demands sparked 
a two-month stalemate. 
Negotiations are back on 
track, with most of Trump’s 
$5 billion wall demand be-
ing returned to other do-
mestic accounts.
It’s complicated, but 
Trump has a significant tac-
tical advantage that al-
lows him to obtain several 
billion dollars for his border 
project. That’s because 
he will refuse to sign any 
bill that denies his wall re-
quest outright or curtails his 
powers to transfer money 
from Pentagon accounts 
to border construction. 
Another option is to keep 
the Homeland Security De-
partment budget largely 
frozen under a continuing 
resolution while maintain-
ing those same transfer 
authorities that Trump has 
used to shift almost $7 bil-
lion to wall accounts even 
as Congress directly appro-
priates far less — $1.4 billion 
for the 2019 budget year.
Nobody wants the third op-
tion: a government shut-
down battle.
The no-win spot that anti-
wall forces find themselves 
in promises to generate un-
rest among some progres-
sives, though they may be 
reluctant to give leaders 
much blowback during the 
height of impeachment.
For their part, conservatives 
usually just oppose the an-
nual spending bills, which 
are then reluctantly signed 

by Trump after last-minute 
drama.
House Democrats sought 
to block Trump’s power to 
transfer Pentagon funding 
to Trump’s project, but his 
veto threats are likely to 
succeed in getting Demo-
crats to drop the language 
in the closed-door talks. 
Negotiators on a separate 
$738 billion Pentagon poli-
cy bill dumped companion 
language in their House-
Senate talks.
But funding through trans-
ferring money from other 
accounts is subject to le-
gal challenges. A federal 
judge in Texas on Tuesday 
issued a nationwide injunc-
tion to block Trump from 
using $3.6 billion in military 
base construction funds to 
pay for border fencing and 
other barriers. 
Democrats griped that 
Republicans were slow to 
make concessions on more 
than 100 items that were 
in dispute, citing as an ex-
ample House GOP leader 
McCarthy’s effort to win 
additional money for a 
long-stalled dam project 
that’s opposed by environ-
mentalists.
Republicans countered 
that Democrats were slow 
to give up their pet priori-
ties as well and that some 
of their demands should be 
deemed poison pills and 
dropped automatically.
The delays have pushed 
back deadlines. House ac-
tion on the spending pack-
age won’t occur until next 
week, when impeachment 
and a major trade bill are 
also on the agenda. Lead-
ers hope the Senate could 
follow and complete ac-
tion by the end of next 
week, but any individual 
senator could mess up the 
plan under the Senate’s 
rules.q

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., accompanied by 
Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee Richard 
Neal, D-Mass., left, and other House members, speaks at a 
news conference to discuss the United States Mexico Canada 
Agreement (USMCA) trade agreement, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019, 
on Capitol Hill in Washington.
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By ERIC TUCKER and MI-
CHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Justice Department’s inter-
nal watchdog told Con-
gress on Wednesday that 
he is concerned that “so 
many basic and funda-
mental errors” were made 
by the FBI as it investigated 
ties between the Trump 
campaign and Russia.
Inspector General Michael 
Horowitz’s testimony before 
the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee comes two days af-
ter the release of a report 
that identified significant 
problems with applications 
to receive and renew war-
rants to eavesdrop on a for-
mer Trump campaign aide 
in 2016 and 2017. Despite 
those problems, the report 
also found that the FBI’s ac-
tions were not motivated by 
partisan bias and that the 
investigation was opened 
for a proper cause.
“I think the activities we 
found don’t vindicate 
anybody who touched” 
the warrant applications, 
Horowitz said.
The partisan responses to 
his report were on display 

from the outset of the hear-
ing. The Democratic and 
Republican leaders of the 
committee highlighted the 
findings they found most 
favorable to the points they 
wanted to make.
Democrats have seized 
on the inspector general’s 
conclusion that the investi-
gation was not tainted by 
political motivations. But 
Republicans say the find-
ings show the investigation 
was fatally flawed. Attorney 
General William Barr, a vo-
cal defender of President 
Donald Trump, said the FBI 
investigation was based on 
a “bogus narrative” and he 
declined to rule out that 
agents may have acted in 
bad faith.
Horowitz told senators that 
the FBI failed to follow its 
own standards for accu-
racy and completeness 
when it sought a warrant 
from the secretive Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance 
Court to monitor the com-
munications of ex-cam-
paign aide Carter Page. 
The report detailed 17 er-
rors and omissions during 
those wiretap applica-
tions, including failing to tell 

the court when questions 
about raised about the reli-
ability of some of the infor-
mation that it had present-
ed to receive the warrants.
“We are deeply concerned 
that so many basic and 
fundamental errors were 
made by three separate, 
hand-picked investigative 
teams, on one of the most 
sensitive FBI investigations, 
after the matter had been 
briefed to the highest lev-
els within the FBI,” Horowitz 
said.

Those problems were es-
pecially alarming because 
the warrant to monitor 
Page “related so closely 
to an ongoing presiden-
tial campaign” and “even 
though those involved with 
the investigation knew that 
their actions were likely to 
be subjected to close scru-
tiny.” 
The committee chairman, 
GOP Sen. Lindsey Graham 
of South Carolina, echoed 
that sentiment in his open-
ing statement. He said the 

code name for the FBI in-
vestigation, “Crossfire Hur-
ricane,” was an apt title 
“because that’s what we 
ended up with — a ‘Cross-
fire Hurricane.’”
“What happened here is 
the system failed. People 
in the highest levels of gov-
ernment took the law into 
their own hands,” said Gra-
ham, a close Trump ally.
Sen. Dianne Feinstein of 
California, the top Demo-
crat on the committee, 
said, “I believe strongly that 
it’s time to move on from 
the false claims of political 
bias.”
Horowitz’s opening state-
ment was overwhelmingly 
critical of the investigation, 
focusing more on the flaws 
that his report identified 
than his finding about the 
absence of partisan bias.
Besides the errors in the war-
rant application process, 
he pointedly noted that the 
FBI had not consulted with 
the Justice Department 
before using informants to 
interact with Trump cam-
paign aides during the in-
vestigation, though he also 
said no policy required it to 
do so.q

Department of Justice Inspector General Michael Horowitz 
arrives for a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on the 
Inspector General’s report on alleged abuses of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019, on 
Capitol Hill in Washington. 
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Watchdog: ‘Basic and fundamental errors’ in Russia probe
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Washington state OKs some of the nation's toughest OT rules 
By GENE JOHNSON 
Associated Press
SEATTLE (AP) — Washington 
state is adopting some of 
the nation's most aggres-
sive overtime rules, restoring 
protections for hundreds of 
thousands of salaried work-
ers and taking what sup-
porters say is a crucial step 
toward rebuilding the mid-
dle class.
The Department of Labor 
and Industries finalized the 
rules Wednesday and will 
phase them in by 2028. By 
that time, salaried work-
ers making up to about 
$83,400 a year will be enti-
tled to time-and-a-half pay 
if they work more than 40 
hours per week. 
Workers making more than 
that could also get over-
time unless they are cer-
tain types of professionals 
— such as those with higher 
degrees — or unless they 
are truly managers or exec-
utives, as demonstrated by 
their ability to hire and fire, 
direct other people's work 
or make significant business 
decisions.
Many job categories will 
be affected, including shift 
managers at restaurants 
and retail establishments, 
office managers, some 
medical workers and other 
white-collar staff, officials 
said.
"We need to make sure the 
middle class shares in our 
state's prosperity," Washing-
ton Gov. Jay Inslee said in 
a news release. "Overtime 
protections ensure work-
ers are fairly compensated 
when they work more than 
40 hours in a given week — 
time that would otherwise 
be spent with their families 
and in their communities."
Employees who are paid 
hourly have long been en-
titled to overtime. But sala-
ried workers have generally 
been entitled to it only if 
they make less than a cer-
tain amount: about $23,660 

under federal law, or more 
where state laws are more 
generous.
Those thresholds may have 
worked decades ago, 
when they meant that 
nearly two-thirds of salaried 
workers nationally were 
covered by overtime pro-
tections. But after a reces-
sion in the 1970s, lawmak-
ers largely stopped updat-
ing them. Washington's 
has been stuck at $13,000 
since 1976. As people's 
salaries rose with inflation, 
they found themselves no 
longer eligible for overtime. 
Businesses have also been 
able to convert hourly 
workers into salaried ones 
who make just more than 
the threshold as a way to 
avoid hiring additional staff 
or paying overtime.
In other cases, workers 
have been classified as 
managers when their ac-
tual duties more closely 
resemble those of hourly 
workers, officials said.
By some estimates, as few 
as 7% of salaried workers 
across the country are now 
entitled to overtime.
The federal government 
and several states, includ-
ing California, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Colorado, 

Michigan and Massachu-
setts, have recently up-
dated or started to up-
date their overtime rules, 
but none have adopted 
a target threshold as high 
as Washington's, said Paul 
Sonn, state policy program 
director with the National 
Employment Law Project. 
The rules adopted by the 
Trump administration will 
raise the threshold to cov-
er workers making up to 
$35,308 a year — a signifi-
cant cut from the $47,000 
limit proposed by the 
Obama administration.
"The overtime threshold is 
to the middle class as the 
minimum wage is to low-
wage workers," said Nick 
Hanauer, a Seattle venture 
capitalist whose think tank, 
Civic Ventures, advocates 
for progressive economic 
policies. "It is the indispens-
able labor protection for 
middle class people."
Business groups in Wash-
ington have agreed that 
the state's rules needed to 
be updated, but they criti-
cized the plans as drastic. 
The Association of Washing-
ton Business warned when 
the proposed rules came 
out in June that they would 
be a shock to many busi-

nesses and that they could 
particularly hurt nonprofits. 
The organization said many 
businesses might convert 
salaried workers to hourly 
ones, reducing scheduling 
flexibility.
After hearing extensive 
public comment, the de-
partment added two years 
to the phase-in period. The 
threshold will increase in-
crementally until it reach-
es 2.5 times the minimum 
wage — about $83,400 — 

by 2028. The rules will phase 
in more slowly for business-
es with fewer than 50 em-
ployees.
The department estimates 
that by the time they are 
fully implemented, the new 
rules will give overtime pro-
tections to about 260,000 
workers who don't have 
them and strengthen over-
time protections for about 
235,000 others. Affected 
workers will also become 
eligible for sick leave and 
retaliation protections.
Under the new rules, that 
worker will be paid over-
time for the additional 
hours, or the business will 
need to hire additional 
staff. Among those who 
might be helped is Vic-
tor Duran, a co-manager 
of a sports apparel store 
south of Seattle. He said 
he makes about $52,000 a 
year and doesn't get over-
time, but is required to work 
at least 45 hours per week 
— and up to 60 during the 
holidays.
"We say bye to the fam-
ily at the beginning of the 
season and say we'll see 
them after Christmas," Du-
ran said.q

Washington state Labor and Industries Director Joel Sacks, left, and Deputy Director Elizabeth 
Smith talk about new overtimes rules during a news conference Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019, in 
Tukwila, Wash.
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OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — A 
San Francisco Bay Area 
city  official wants to ex-
plore the possibility of using 
a cruise ship to house up 
to 1,000 homeless people 
amid a high cost of living 
and a shortage of housing.
Oakland City Council Presi-
dent Rebecca Kaplan told 
a council meeting Tues-
day that the ship would 
be brought to the Port of 
Oakland, but port officials 
said Wednesday the move 
would be “untenable.”
“We respect President Ka-
plan’s desire to address 
homelessness but Port of 
Oakland docks are de-
signed to work cargo ships, 
there isn’t the infrastructure 
to berth a cruise ship,” port 
spokesman Mike Zampa 
said.
The port is among the 10 
busiest in the nation and 
safety and security issues 
in the federally regulated 

 In this May 17, 2019, file photo, a tugboat assists as a container 
ship is prepared for docking at the Port of Oakland in Oakland, 
Calif. 
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Official: Cruise ship 
could house 1,000 
Oakland homeless

facilities “would make resi-
dential uses untenable,” 
Zampa said.
Kaplan didn’t immediately 
return a request for further 
comment from The Associ-
ated Press.
Kaplan said she has been 
contacted by cruise ship 
companies about provid-
ing a ship for emergency 
housing, and that the 
companies were reaching 
out to the Port of Oakland 
about what options exist 
to park a ship at the port, 
the San Francisco Chron-
icle reported.  She didn’’t 
provide further details on 
those companies.
Kaplan said she plans to 
present a proposal to the 
council in January that will 
be “no or low” cost to the 
city because residents of 
the cruise ship would pay 
for rooms based on their 
income. The city would not 
buy the cruise ship.

Homelessness has spiked 
in Oakland in the past 
two years with the num-
ber of unsheltered people 
increasing from 1,900 to 
more than 3,000 people.
“It could be a great way 
to house a lot of people 
quickly,” Kaplan told The 
Chronicle. “Cruise ships 
have been used for emer-
gency housing after natu-
ral disasters and for ex-
tra housing for things like 
Olympics.”

Kaplan compared her vi-
sion for an Oakland cruise 
ship to something like 
the Queen Mary in Long 
Beach in Southern Califor-
nia. The 1936 ocean liner 
is now a floating hotel with 
347 rooms. A room with two 
twin beds rents for $141 a 
night and $146 a night for 
a full-size bed.
“It could be like that,” Ka-
plan said. “But as afford-
able housing instead of 
hotel.”q

In this Feb. 7, 2017 file photo, Ryan Kiesel, right, Executive 
Director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Oklahoma, 
speaks during a news conference in Oklahoma City. At left is 
Brady Henderson, Legal Director.  

Associated Press

Civil rights group 
sues over Oklahoma 
bail practices
By SEAN MURPHY 
Associated Press
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A 
civil rights group has filed 
a federal class-action law-
suit against court officials in 
central Oklahoma, alleg-
ing a county’s bail system 
unconstitutionally discrimi-
nates against poor and 
disabled people.
The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Oklahoma filed 
the suit late Tuesday in fed-
eral court in Oklahoma City 
on behalf of six inmates 
currently being held in the 
Canadian County jail.
The lawsuit alleges that the 
county’s bail system rou-
tinely keeps poor people 
in jail before a trial, not be-
cause they are a flight risk 
or a danger to society but 
only because they can’t 
afford to pay bail. The suit 
also alleges that inmates 
aren’t provided access to 

counsel when bail is set, 
that hearings are taking 
place in private, and that 
the system unconstitution-
ally discriminates against 
people with disabilities.
One plaintiff, 40-year-old 
Misty White, who was ar-
rested last month for vio-
lating a protective order, 
began suffering withdraw-
al symptoms because she 
wasn’t provided with her 
medications in the jail, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.
When she was finally ar-
raigned before a judge 
more than a week after her 
arrest, she was not asked 
whether she could afford 
an attorney.
“The judge did not ask 
whether Ms. White has a 
job or if she could afford to 
pay $4,500,” the suit states. 
“The judge did not provide 
any explanation for why 
her bail was set at $4,500.”

The county also has a prac-
tice of denying court-ap-
pointed attorneys to any 
inmate who does manage 
to pay bail, according to 
the suit.
The suit focuses on Cana-
dian County, but such un-
constitutional practices are 
taking place in counties 
across the state, said Ryan 
Kiesel, executive director 
of ACLU of Oklahoma.
“We are here this morning 
to put every judicial district 
on notice that the contin-
ued use of unconstitutional 
bail practices will not be 

tolerated,” Kiesel said.
The lawsuit seeks an end 
to the county’s bail-setting 
policies and asks the court 
to require hearings be held 
promptly after arrest. Those 
hearings should include, 
among other things, an in-
dividualized inquiry into a 
person’s ability to pay bail 
and the presence of an at-
torney for those who can’t 
afford it.
A telephone message left 
Thursday with presiding 
Canadian County District 
Judge Paul Hesse was not 
immediately returned.q



U.S. NEWSThursday 12 December 2019
A6

By JAKE BLEIBERG 
Associated Press
DALLAS (AP) — U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement arrest-
ed fewer people during the 2019 
budget year than last year, in part 
because resources were shifted to 
help handle the massive surge of 
migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border, 
the agency said Wednesday. 
And the average number of immi-
grants in detention was 50,165 — 
even though Congress limits fund-
ing to cover just 45,000. 
“There is no doubt that the border 
crisis, coupled with the unwilling-
ness of some local jurisdictions that 
choose to put politics over public 
safety has made it more difficult for 
ICE to carry out its congressionally 
mandated interior enforcement 
mission,” acting director Matt Al-
bence said.
Enforcement and removal officers 

with ICE — a Homeland Security 
agency — arrest and detain im-
migrants who are deemed to be in 
the U.S. illegally. Over the budget 
year that ended Sept. 30, officers 
arrested about 143,000 people, 
about 13,000 less than last year, 
and deported more than 267,000. 
Most of those arrested were peo-
ple with criminal records for crimes 
such as homicide, kidnapping, sex-
ual assault and assault, ICE said. 
In announcing the annual enforce-
ment numbers, Albence said his of-
ficers were diverted to help with 
the border crisis, which affected 
overall arrests. He held a news 
conference in Dallas, a jurisdiction 
where the largest number of arrests 
occurred — 16,900 — and there’s 
a high level of cooperation with 
local law enforcement. Local law 
enforcement do not help ICE in 
so-called sanctuary cities such as 

New York and Chicago. 
There was a drastic increase in the 
number of families crossing the 
border last year — at least 473,000 
for the budget year, nearly three 
times the previous full-year record 
for families. Most were coming 
from Central America. 
While the numbers surged, Home-
land Security agents and officers 
were overwhelmed because 
families with small children require 
much more care. There were near-
ly 1 million crossings from the early 
2000s, but those were mostly single 
men from Mexico who were easily 
returned. 
Border officers pleaded for help 
but it wasn’t until the summer, 
when reports of squalid conditions 
and surging numbers of detain-
ees and children dying were pub-
lished, that Congress authorized $4 
billion in emergency funding. That 

funding expired at the end of the 
fiscal year.
Many of those families were re-
leased into the U.S. while their 
asylum requests wind through the 
courts — a practice President Don-
ald Trump has derided as “catch-
and-release.” Homeland Security 
officials have said they would de-
tain families, but ICE has not been 
funded for that. The emergency 
funds from Congress did not in-
clude additional bed space for im-
migration detention. At one point, 
ICE was detaining some 56,000 
people. 
Border crossings are declining  
amid crackdowns by Mexico at its 
border plus U.S. policies that have 
sent more than 50,000 asylum seek-
ers back to Mexico to wait out their 
claims, and have made anyone 
who crossed through a third coun-
try inadmissible for asylum.q

By JOHN FLESHER 
AP Environmental Writer
TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) 
— One of the companies 
responsible for polluting 
an 80-mile (129-kilometer) 
stretch of river and flood-
plains in southwestern 
Michigan with toxic chemi-
cals will pay at least $245.2 
million to advance a clean-
up effort that began more 
than 20 years ago, federal 
officials said Wednesday.
NCR Corp. will fund the 
dredging of contaminated 
sediments and removal of 
an aging dam in the Ka-
lamazoo River under an 
agreement with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice and the 
state of Michigan, officials 
told The Associated Press 
ahead of an official an-
nouncement.
“This is a big step forward 
toward cleaning up the 
river,” said John Irving, a 
deputy assistant adminis-
trator in the EPA’s Office of 
Enforcement and Compli-
ance Assurance.
The Kalamazoo is polluted 
with polychlorinated bi-
phenyls, or PCBs, from pa-
per recycling mills. Used for 
ink removal, the chemicals 
were discharged into the 
river from the 1950s through 
the mid-1970s. They also 
seeped into groundwater 
and surface waters from 

landfills where mill waste 
was dumped.
In addition to the river, the 
contamination zone in Al-
legan and Kalamazoo 
counties includes a roughly 
3-mile (5-kilometer) section 
of a tributary called Por-
tage Creek, as well as mill 
properties, riverbanks and 
floodplains. It is on the fed-
eral Superfund list of haz-
ardous sites.
Signs posted along the river 
warn anglers not to eat the 

fish they catch.
The EPA has overseen the 
removal of nearly 450,000 
cubic yards (344,000 cubic 
meters) of soil and sediment 
from the area since 1998, in 
addition to cleaning up 7 
miles (11 kilometers) of the 
river and riverbanks. Eighty-
two acres (33 hectares) of 
landfills containing PCBs 
have been covered with 
layers of clay, topsoil and 
vegetation to prevent the 
toxins from leaching into 

groundwater.
But much remains to be 
done. The agreement be-
tween NCR and the gov-
ernment calls for the com-
pany to pay at least $135.7 
million for cleanup work 
that is expected to take an 
additional 10-15 years.
Among the tasks: disman-
tling Trowbridge Dam in Al-
legan County.
The dam, which was built 
in 1898 to supply electric 
power to Kalamazoo, is in 

poor shape and has been 
over-topped by high wa-
ter. It is the highest-priority 
dam removal planned in 
Michigan, according to the 
state Department of Natu-
ral Resources, which set 
aside $2.9 million in May to 
get the project underway.
The first step is to stabi-
lize the structure so that it 
won’t collapse while a con-
tractor dredges PCB-laced 
sediments from a 2.4-mile 
(3.9-kilometer) river section 
upstream, which is expect-
ed to take three years, said 
Paul Ruesch, the EPA’s on-
site coordinator. 
NCR funds will pay for that 
work and for razing the 
dam when the sediment 
removal is complete, Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney General 
Jeffrey Bossert Clark told 
the AP.
“You want to get that sedi-
ment out before taking the 
dam out, so you’re not let-
ting the sediments wash fur-
ther downstream,” he said.
The removal of tainted soils 
in several floodplain spots 
is also funded under the 
deal. And the company 
will also pay $76.5 million 
to the EPA to cover past 
and future costs of the river 
cleanup; $27 million to oth-
er federal and state agen-
cies for damages to natural 
resources; and $6 million to 
the state for past and fu-
ture costs.q

ICE arrested fewer in 2019 as resources shifted to border

Company to pay $245M toward cleanup of Kalamazoo River PCBs

In this Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019 photo provided by the Environmental Protection Agency shows an 
aerial view of the dam stabilization project at the Trowbridge Dam on the Kalamazoo River near 
Allegan, Mich., in southwestern Michigan. 
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By DAVID PORTER and JIM 
MUSTIAN 
Associated Press
JERSEY CITY, N.J. (AP) — 
The man and woman who 
stormed a Jewish market 
in a deadly shooting in Jer-
sey City clearly targeted 
the place, the mayor said 
Wednesday, amid growing 
fears the bloodshed was 
an anti-Semitic attack.
New Jersey Attorney Gen-
eral Gurbil Grewal, though, 
cautioned that the motive 
for the attack that left six 
people dead Tuesday was 
still under investigation. The 
two assailants were killed 
along with three people 
inside the kosher market 
and a police officer in an 
hourslong gunbattle and 
standoff that began at a 
cemetery.
“As we speak, we are work-
ing to learn more about the 
shooters’ motivations and 
whether others may be in-
volved,” Grewal said.
The killers were identified as 
David N. Anderson, 47, and 
Francine Graham, 50  both 
of them also suspects in the 
slaying of an Uber driver 
found dead in the trunk of 
a car in nearby Bayonne 
over the weekend, Grewal 
said. 
Authorities are investigat-
ing potential connections 
between the attackers and 
the Black Hebrew Israelite 
movement, some of whose 
members are known to rail 
against whites and Jews, 
a law enforcement official 
familiar with the case said. 
Investigators also are scour-
ing social media postings 
of at least one of the gun-
men in search of a motive, 
said the official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because the investigation 
is still going on.

The Southern Poverty Law 
Center has labeled the He-
brew Israelites a black su-
premacist group. 
The shooting in the city of 
270,000 people across the 
Hudson River from New York 
City began at a graveyard, 
where Detective Joseph 
Seals, a 40-year-old mem-
ber of a unit devoted to 
taking illegal guns off the 
street, was gunned down 
by the assailants, authori-
ties said. The killers then 
drove a stolen rental van 
about a mile to the kosher 
market.
Grewal said that within sec-
onds of pulling up to the 
market, Anderson got out 
with a rifle and immedi-
ately began shooting, and 
Graham followed him into 
the store. He would not say 
whether Graham had a 
weapon.
A pipe bomb was found 
in the attackers’ van, FBI 
agent Gregory Ehrie said.
Mayor Steven Fulop noted 
that surveillance video of 
the van showed the assail-
ants driving slowly through 
the city’s streets and then 
stopping outside the gro-
cery, where they calmly 
got out of their van and 
promptly opened fire.
“There were multiple other 
people on the street, so 
there were many other 
targets available to them 
that they bypassed to at-
tack that place, so it was 
clear that was their target 
and they intended to harm 
people inside,” the mayor 
said of the attackers. 
But Fulop cautioned: “I 
didn’t use the word `anti-
Semitic.’ 
Anything else is open for in-
vestigation.” 
The drawn-out battle with 
police filled the streets with 

the sound of high-powered 
rifle fire and turned the city 
into what looked like a war 
zone, with SWAT officers in 
full tactical gear swarming 
the neighborhood.
Five bodies were found at 
the store: the killers and 
three people who were 
inside at the time. Police 
said they were confident 
the bystanders were shot 
by the gunmen and not by 
police.
Two of the victims at the 
store were identified by 
members of the Orthodox 
Jewish community as Min-
del Ferencz, 31, who with 
her husband owned the 
grocery, and 24-year-old 
Moshe Deutsch, a rabbini-
cal student from Brooklyn 
who was shopping there. 
The Ferencz family had 
moved to Jersey City from 
Brooklyn. The third victim 
was identified by authori-

ties as Miguel Douglas, 49. 
A fourth person managed 
to escape from the store, 
Grewal said.
Jewish leaders and the 
Anti-Defamation League, 
which tracks anti-Semitic 
attacks, expressed con-
cern about the deaths. 
“The report from the Jersey 
City mayor saying it was 
a targeted attack makes 
us incredibly concerned 
in the Jewish community,” 
said ADL regional director 
Evan Bernstein. 
“They want answers. They 
demand answers. If this 
was truly a targeted killing 
of Jews, then we need to 
know that right away, and 
there needs to be the push-
ing back on this at the high-
est levels possible.”
New York Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said on MSNBC that the 
attack was “clearly a hate 
crime,” while New York 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo pro-
nounced it a “deliberate 
attack on the Jewish com-
munity.” 
They announced tighter 
police protection of syna-
gogues and other Jewish 
establishments in New York 
as a precaution.
In the deadliest attack on 
Jews in U.S. history, 11 peo-
ple were killed in an Octo-
ber 2018 shooting at a syn-
agogue in Pittsburgh. 
Last April, a gunman 
opened fire at a synagogue 
north of San Diego, killing a 
woman and wounding a 
rabbi and two others.
The kosher grocery is a 
central fixture in a growing 
community of Orthodox 
Jews who have been mov-
ing to Jersey City in recent 
years and settling in what 
was a mostly black sec-
tion of Jersey City, causing 
some resentment.q

Responders work to clean up the scene of Tuesday’s shooting that left multiple people dead at a 
kosher market on Wednesday Dec. 11, 2019, in Jersey City, N.J. 
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New Jersey mayor says attackers targeted Jewish market
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By JILL LAWLESS
Associated Press
LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
election has been like the 
country’s late-autumn 
weather: chilly and dull, 
with blustery outbursts.
On the last day of the cam-
paign, political leaders 
dashed around the U.K. on 
Wednesday trying to win 
over millions of undecided 
voters who will likely deter-
mine the outcome.
Opinion polls suggest 
Prime Minister Boris John-
son’s Conservatives have 
a lead over the main op-
position Labour Party led 
by Jeremy Corbyn  ahead 
of Thursday’s election. But 
all the parties are nervous 
about the verdict of a vola-
tile electorate fed up after 
years of Brexit wrangling.
Truck driver Clive Jordan 
expressed a weariness that 
could be heard up and 
down the country during 
the five-week campaign.
“Basically I just want it 
over and done with now,” 
he said. “Nobody’s do-
ing what they said. Every-
body’s lying.” 
Britain’s first December 
vote since 1923 has been 
dubbed the Brexit Election. 
It is being held more than 
two years early in hopes of 
breaking Britain’s political 
deadlock over the coun-
try’s stalled departure from 
the European Union.
Johnson has focused re-
lentlessly on Brexit through-
out the campaign, end-
lessly repeating his slogan 
“Get Brexit done.” He says 
that if he wins a majority of 
the 650 House of Commons 
seats on Thursday, he will 
get Parliament to ratify his 
“oven-ready” divorce deal 
with the EU and take Britain 
out of the bloc as sched-
uled on Jan. 31.
“If we can get a working 
majority, we have a deal, 
it’s ready to go,” Johnson 
said Wednesday as he 
watched pies being baked 
at a catering firm in central 
England. “We put it in, slam 
it in the oven, take it out 
and there it is -- get Brexit 
done.”
As a slogan, “Get Brexit 
done” is both mislead-
ing and effective. If Britain 
leaves the EU on Jan. 31 it 
will only kick-start months 

or years of negotiations on 
future trade relations with 
the bloc, involving tough 
trade-offs between inde-

pendence and access.
“His campaign was all 
about ‘Getting Brexit 
done,’ but actually it’s 
about getting Brexit start-
ed,” said Tony Travers, pro-
fessor of government at the 
London School of Econom-
ics. “Elections seem to sug-
gest these things are easy; 
they’re not.”
But the notion of an end 
to the Brexit melodrama 
is tempting to voters who 
have watched politicians 
bicker for more than three 
years since Britain’s June 
2016 vote to leave the Eu-
ropean Union.
“Brexit is fueling the elec-
tion,” said Allan Bailey, a 
parish councilor in Clowne, 
a former coal-mining vil-
lage in the central England 
constituency of Bolsover. “If 
one person can offer this 
area ... Brexit, that person 
will win.”
The Conservatives have 
focused much of their en-
ergy on trying to win seats 
like Bolsover — working-

class towns in central and 
northern England that have 
elected Labour lawmakers 
for decades, but also vot-

ed strongly in 2016 to leave 
the EU.
Polls suggest that plan may 
be working, and the Con-
servatives have also been 
helped by the Brexit Party 
led by Nigel Farage, which 
decided at the last minute 
not to contest 317 Conser-
vative-held seats to avoid 
splitting the pro-Brexit vote.
Labour — which is largely 
but ambiguously pro-EU 
— faces competition for 
anti-Brexit voters from the 
centrist Liberal Democrats, 
Scottish and Welsh nation-
alist parties and the Greens.
“The only reason the Con-
servatives are so far ahead 
in the polls now is that the 
‘remain’ vote is divided,” 
said Rosie Campbell, pro-
fessor of politics at King’s 
College London. “For ‘re-
main’ voters it has been a 
real failure of leadership.”
If the Tories fail to win a ma-
jority, it will be a sign that 
voters think other issues are 
just as important as Brexit. 
Labour has focused on do-

mestic issues, especially the 
wear and tear to the coun-
try’s state-funded health 
service after nine years of 

Conservative government 
austerity. Labour also prom-
ises to boost public spend-
ing, nationalize Britain’s rail-
ways and utilities and pro-
vide everyone in the coun-
try with free internet access 
— all paid for by raising 
taxes on high earners.
“My message to all those 
voters who are still un-
decided is that you can 
vote for hope in this elec-
tion,” Corbyn planned to 
say Wednesday at his final 
campaign rally.
On Brexit, Labour says it will 
negotiate a new divorce 
deal with the EU, then offer 
voters the choice in a new 
referendum between leav-
ing on those terms and re-
maining in the bloc.
For many voters, Thursday’s 
election offers an unpalat-
able choice. Both Johnson 
and Corbyn have personal 
approval ratings in nega-
tive territory, and both have 
been dogged by questions 
about their character.
Johnson has been con-

fronted with past broken 
promises, untruths and of-
fensive statements, from 
calling the children of sin-
gle mothers “ignorant, ag-
gressive and illegitimate” to 
comparing Muslim women 
who wear face-covering 
veils to “letter boxes.”
Corbyn has been accused 
of allowing anti-Semitism to 
spread within the party. The 
70-year-old left-winger is 
portrayed by opponents as 
an aging Marxist with unsa-
vory past associations with 
Hamas and the IRA. 
Though the candidates 
claim to carry positive mes-
sages, the campaign has 
been littered with allega-
tions of mudslinging and 
dishonesty — largely by 
the Conservatives. The To-
ries doctored a video of an 
interview with a senior La-
bour lawmaker to make it 
appear as if he had failed 
to answer a question, when 
he had. The party re-brand-
ed its press office Twitter 
account “FactCheckUK” 
during a television debate, 
earning a warning but no 
sanction from the social 
media site.
Johnson combined an ag-
gressive online campaign 
with a cautious approach 
to live appearances. He 
largely avoided tough in-
terviews — to the fury of 
opponents — and had a 
generally gaffe-free elec-
tion until the final days of 
the campaign. 
On Monday, Johnson was 
caught making a ham-
fisted and seemingly un-
sympathetic reaction to 
a picture of a 4-year-old 
boy lying on a hospital floor 
because no beds were 
available. Asked to look at 
the picture on a reporter’s 
phone, Johnson grabbed 
the device and pocketed 
it. On Tuesday, the father of 
a man killed in last month’s 
knife attack near London 
Bridge accused the prime 
minister of using his son’s 
death for political gain.
It’s unclear how much 
those moments will influ-
ence the outcome when 
Britain’s voters pass their 
verdict on Thursday. Polls 
are open from 7 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. (0700GMT to 
2200GMT), with most results 
expected early Friday.q

Britain’s Prime Minister and Conservative party leader Boris Johnson poses as he hammers a “Get 
Brexit Done” sign into the garden of a supporter, in Benfleet, east of London on Wednesday, Dec. 
11, 2019, the final day of campaigning for the general election. 
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Leaders scramble for final votes as UK’s ugly election ends
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By CLAIRE PARKER 
Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — Lebanon can-
not expect to receive inter-
national aid to its battered 
economy until a new gov-
ernment undertakes serious 
reforms, diplomats decid-
ed at a closed-door meet-
ing in Paris on Wednesday.
The international group, led 
by France and the United 
Nations, met to discuss 
conditions for helping ease 
turmoil in Lebanon, which is 
facing its worst financial cri-
sis in decades and political 
uncertainty amid an on-
going protest movement. 
Lebanese businesses and 
households are growing 
increasingly desperate as 
cash supplies there have 
dwindled. 
Representatives from sev-
eral countries, including 
the United States, and in-
ternational financial insti-
tutions agreed on a set of 
principles Lebanon must 
meet before it can expect 
to receive foreign cash.  

U.S. Assistant Secretary for 
Near Eastern Affairs David 
Schenker said attendees 
agreed to give technical 
advice to Lebanese institu-

tions but they won’t provide 
the bailout that caretaker 
Prime Minister Saad Hariri 
had requested. Hariri had 
called on Saudi Arabia, 

France, Turkey, the United 
States, China, and Egypt to 
send funds to help Lebanon 
finance imports.“There’s no 
aid package, there is no 

bailout,” Schenker told The 
Associated Press. “Lebanon 
is not being saved from its 
financial mess.” Schenker 
said the group is consider-
ing sending some humani-
tarian aid to Lebanon to 
alleviate residents’ suffer-
ing, though it was unclear 
when or how much. French 
Foreign Minister Jean-Yves 
Le Drian said in closing re-
marks the group supports 
protesters who have taken 
to the streets since Oct. 17 
to call for an end to cor-
ruption and the overhaul of 
the Lebanese political sys-
tem.  “The Lebanese have 
mobilized for many weeks 
to demand reforms. They 
must be heard,” he said.
Hariri stayed on as care-
taker prime minister after 
politicians proved unable 
to form a new government. 
Protesters want to see a 
non-sectarian, technocrat-
ic government — and they 
want all traces of the old 
regime, including Hariri, out 
of office.q

Lebanese protesters gather outside of the French foreign ministry in Paris, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 
2019, to denounce a closed-door meeting of diplomats from several countries on aid to Lebanon. 
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Diplomats to Lebanon: Expect no aid before government formed

Associated Press 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — Danish police 
have arrested “some 20 
people” suspected of in-
volvement in Islamist ter-
rorism in a series of raids 
across the country, au-
thorities said Wednesday.
Flemming Drejer, the 
operative head of the 
Denmark’s Security and 
Intelligence Service, said 
the suspects were “driv-
en by a militant, Islamist 
motive.”Copenhagen 
Police Chief Inspector 

Police conduct searches at Ramsingvej in Copenhagen, 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019.

Associated Press

Denmark: Police foil suspected Islamist terror attack plans
Joergen Bergen Skov said 
some of them would be 
charged under the Scan-
dinavian country’s terror 
laws on Thursday behind 
closed doors. 
“Some had have procured 
things to make explosives 
and have tried to acquire 
weapons,” Bergen Skov 
told a joint press confer-
ence with the domestic in-
telligence service.
Bergen Skov said police 
raided about 20 addresses 
in Denmark and six police 
departments across the 

country were involved. 
The raids and arrests were 
coordinated by the Co-
penhagen police.
No details were given as 
to what the target was 
or when an attack would 
take place. 
Danish authorities have 
reported foiling several 
extremist attacks in re-
cent years, including 
ones linked to the 2005 
publication in a newspa-
per of 12 cartoons by vari-
ous artists depicting the 
Prophet Muhammad.q
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By AOMAR OUALI
ELAINE GANLEY 
Associated Press
ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) — Al-
geria’s powerful army chief 
promises that a presiden-
tial election on Thursday 
will  define the contours 
of a new era  for a nation 
where the highest office 
has stood vacant for eight 
months. The tenacious pro-
democracy movement 
which forced leader Ab-
delaziz Bouteflika to resign 
after 20 years in power 
doesn’t believe the claim 
and is boycotting the vote.
At stake in the election is 
whether Africa’s largest 
country, rich with oil and 
gas and a strategic part-
ner of the West in counter-
ing terrorism, will get a fresh 
start with its next head of 
state, remain paralyzed 
by protests or suffer worse 
under a president lacking 
popular legitimacy.
The situation is remarkable 
in a country where the 
previous presidents were 
generals or, like Bouteflika, 
have had the blessing of 
the army brass since Alge-
ria gained independence 
from France in 1962 after a 
brutal seven-year war.

In this Dec. 6, 2019 file photo, people demonstrate with anti-election posters in Algiers.
Associated Press

Algeria election may bring new era or continued protests

Weekly anti-government 
protest marches that start-
ed in February eventu-
ally forced Bouteflika from 
power, and activists have 
continued pressing their 
demands with peaceful 
demonstrations marked by 
scores of arrests. 
In a nod to the public 
dissent, the interim gov-
ernment that took over 

launched an anti-corrup-
tion drive that secured 
convictions of some of the 
country’s most powerful fig-
ures, including Bouteflika’s 
brother. Said Bouteflika ran 
the former president’s inner 
circle, dispensing political 
and financial largesse to 
the favored. He was sen-
tenced in September to 15 
years in prison for “plotting 

against the state.” 
The five presidential can-
didates, among them two 
other former prime minis-
ters, are all linked to the 
system the pro-democ-
racy protesters want to 
bury. The candidates have 
been at pains to draw 
crowds of supporters dur-
ing the 22-day campaign 
period. Instead, they have 

been pummeled with  in-
sults  during their public 
appearances, cancelled 
rallies and avoided regions 
known for their hostility to 
the political elite. 
Army Chief of Staff Ahmed 
Gaid Salah has emerged 
as the leading authority fig-
ure inside the power vacu-
um created by Bouteflika’s 
ouster. He orchestrated the 
election, including its date. 
Taking its cue from Gaid 
Salah, the interim govern-
ment has also promised a 
new era for the North Af-
rican nation. To show the 
military was in step with the 
democratic times, soldiers 
were told to vote like other 
civilians, at polling stations 
and in civilian clothes.
“The presidential elec-
tions will trace the con-
tours of the new Algerian 
state,” Gaid Salah said in 
a speech this week, while 
warning that anyone try-
ing to trouble the voting 
would face “the force of 
the law.” Police intervened 
with tear gas and water 
cannon to hold back pro-
testers as former Prime Min-
ister Ali Benflis held a cam-
paign rally in Bouira, east of 
the capital.q

BY SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s 
president Wednesday 
called for “decisive” 
and “collective” action 
against countries sup-
porting “terrorism” in an 
apparent reference to 

In this Sept. 24, 2019 file photo, Egypt’s President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi addresses the 74th session of the United Nations 
General Assembly.

Associated Press

Egypt urges decisive action against states backing ‘terror’

Turkey and Qatar, who 
back the Muslim Brother-
hood group, which is out-
lawed in Egypt. 
The three countries also 
support opposing factions 
in the war-torn Libya. 
Addressing a two-day fo-
rum on peace in  Africa in 

the southern city of Aswan, 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi also 
said achieving sustainable 
development in Africa is 
needed, along with efforts 
to fight militant groups in 
Egypt and sub-Saharan 
countries.
“There should be a de-
cisive response to coun-
tries supporting terrorism 
and a collective response 
against terrorism, because 
the terrorist groups will only 
have the ability to fight if 
they are provided with fi-
nancial, military and moral 
support,” he said.
Egypt has for years been 
battling an Islamic State-
led insurgency that intensi-
fied after the military over-
threw an elected but di-
visive Muslim Brotherhood 
President Muhammad 
Morsi in 2013 amid mass 
protests against his brief 
rule.
Militant-related violence in 

Egypt has been centered 
on the Sinai Peninsula, as 
well as in the country’s vast 
Western Desert, which has 
witnessed deadly attacks 
blamed on militants infil-
trating from neighboring 
Libya.
Since Morsi’s ouster, ten-
sions have grown between 
Egypt and Turkey and 
Egypt and Qatar. The po-
litical party of Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan is an offshoot of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, which 
Cairo designated as at ter-
rorist group in 2013.
El-Sissi also said a “com-
prehensive, political solu-
tion would be achieved 
in the coming months” for 
the conflict in Libya, which 
descended into chaos af-
ter the 2011 civil war that 
ousted and killed long-time 
dictator Moammar Gad-
hafi. He did not elaborate.
El-Sissi apparently was re-

ferring to an international 
summit in Berlin that aims 
to reach agreement 
on an outline of actions 
needed to end the con-
flict. The conference had 
been scheduled for Octo-
ber but it has apparently 
been postponed.
After the 2011 civil war 
that ousted and killed 
long-time dictator Moam-
mar Gadhafi, Libya de-
scended into chaos and 
split in two, with a weak 
U.N.-supported adminis-
tration in Tripoli oversee-
ing the country’s west 
and a rival government in 
the east aligned with the 
Libyan National Army led 
by Gen. Khalifa Hifter.
Hifter is backed by the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Egypt, as well as France 
and Russia, while the 
Tripoli-based government 
receives aid from Turkey, 
Qatar and Italy.q
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Associated Press
BEIJING (AP) — Chinese of-
ficials lashed out at the U.S. 
on Wednesday over re-
cent legislation passed by 
Congress criticizing Beijing 
for its policies in Hong Kong 
and the Xinjiang region in 
western China, as well as 
ongoing trade disputes. 
They marked the latest 
salvos in an ongoing cam-
paign of vilification over 
what Beijing considers hos-
tile acts aimed at restrain-
ing its development as a 
world power. 
Chinese Vice Foreign Min-
ister Ma Zhaoxu did not 
mention the U.S. by name, 
but it was clear what na-
tion he was referring to 
Wednesday when he said 
a “certain individual coun-
try vigorously starts trade 
wars and constantly intro-
duces so-called human 
rights and democracy bills 
to openly interfere in the in-
ternal affairs of other coun-
tries.”
Chinese diplomats have 
derided the legislation as 
“stupid” and “malicious” 
and sought to rally friendly 

Chinese minister of propaganda Huang Kunming speaks during a forum on human rights in Beijing 
on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019.

Associated Press

Chinese officials lash out at US over new legislation

foreign governments, poli-
ticians and academics to 
condemn it. Ma also ac-
cused the U.S. of spreading 
conflicts and humanitarian 
crises elsewhere “under the 
banner of human rights,” 
reflecting complaints that 

American interventions 
and the promotion of de-
mocracy have destabi-
lized countries from Syria to 
Venezuela. 
China has accused the 
U.S. of fomenting mass 
anti-Beijing demonstrations 

in Hong Kong that are in 
their seventh month, refus-
ing to recognize protesters’ 
demands for expanded 
democracy through di-
rect elections for the semi-
autonomous Chinese terri-
tory’s leader and members 

of its legislature.
The U.S. legislation con-
demns the mass detentions 
of an estimated more than 
1 million Uighurs, Kazakhs 
and others. It also raises 
possible sanctions against 
Chinese government offi-
cials deemed responsible 
for human rights abuses in 
Xinjiang. China claims that 
the vast system of deten-
tion camps is merely part of 
a program to provide job 
skills and fight poverty and 
religious radicalization. Ma 
also attacked U.S. trade 
policy, saying — again 
without mentioning Wash-
ington by name — that the 
country referred to “wield-
ed sanctions batons,” and 
engaged in economic 
blockades, the decoupling 
of science and technology 
and financial sanctions 
against target nations, the 
main one presumably be-
ing China.
“These acts not only hinder 
the development of the 
world economy, but also 
violate the human rights of 
the people of the affected 
countries. q

By ASHOK SHARMA 
Associated Press
NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian 
lawmakers approved leg-
islation on Wednesday 
granting citizenship to 
non-Muslims who migrat-
ed illegally from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Afghani-
stan despite ongoing pro-
tests against the measure 
in the country’s remote 
northeast.
The upper house of Parlia-
ment passed the bill 125-
105 on Wednesday night. 
The lower house had ap-
proved it on Monday. 
It now needs to be signed 
by the country’s ceremo-
nial president, a formality 
before becoming law. 

Protesters shout slogans against the Citizenship Amendment Bill 
(CAB) in Gauhati, India, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019. 

Associated Press

India’s Parliament passes contentious citizenship bill
The Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill was introduced 
by the Hindu nationalist-
led government of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi fol-
lowing his resounding elec-
tion victory in May. 
Protesters say they op-
pose the legislation out 
of concern that migrants 
who came to the country 
illegally will move to the 
border region in the north-
east and dilute the culture 
and political sway of indig-
enous tribal people. 
The law gives Indian citi-
zenship to Hindus, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, Jains, Parsi and 
Christians who migrated to 
India from the three Mus-
lim-majority neighboring 

countries before Dec. 31, 
2014. 
The total number is expect-

ed to run into the millions.
Anand Sharma, a leader of 
the main opposition Con-

gress party, said the leg-
islation is discriminatory 
because it excludes Mus-
lims despite constitutional 
guarantees of equal op-
portunities for all groups. 
The opposition accuses 
Modi’s Hindu-nationalist 
governing party of being 
anti-Muslim.
Protesters burned tires 
and blocked highways 
and rail lines for a second 
day Wednesday. 
Police fired rubber bullets 
and used batons and tear 
gas to disperse protesters 
in Dibrugarh district in As-
sam state, the Press Trust 
of India news agency 
said.q
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By MARK STEVENSON 
MARIA VERZA 
Associated Press
Mexico City (AP) — Mexi-
co’s former security chief 
was dogged by so many 
allegations of corruption 
and wrongdoing for so 
long that some said it was 
only a matter of time be-
fore he would be arrested.
What amazed some was 
that it took so long, and 
that Genaro García Luna’s 
arrest this week came on 
U.S. soil rather than in Mex-
ico.
García Luna, 51, who left 
the security post near-
ly a decade ago, was 
charged in federal court in 
New York with three counts 
of trafficking cocaine and 
one count of making false 
statements. He was ar-
rested Monday outside 
Dallas and at his initial ap-
pearance Tuesday his bail 
hearing was set for Dec. 
17. He moved to the U.S. in 
2012 and has been living in 
Florida.
“This wasn’t a surprise,” 
said Samuel González, 
who served as Mexico’s 
chief organized crime 
prosecutor in a prior ad-
ministration. González said 
he turned down offers to 
work with García Luna in 
the 2000s, noting that “it 
wasn’t a question of if, but 
rather when” Garcia Luna 
would be charged.
García Luna was public 
safety secretary in Presi-
dent Felipe Calderon’s 
Cabinet from 2006 to 2012, 
playing a key role in setting 
the government’s secu-
rity strategy during some of 
the worst and most embar-
rassing moments of bloody 
drug war that resulted in 
the deaths of over 100,000 
people and tens of thou-
sands more missing.
Calderon tweeted Tues-
day night that he knew 
nothing about the accu-
sations against his former 
security chief. He said his 
security policy was not 
made by any one official 
and was marked by a high 
level of cooperation with 
the U.S. He said if the alle-
gations were proven true, 
it would represent a serious 
violation of the trust placed 
in Garcia Luna.

In this June 2, 2011 file photo, Mexico’s Genaro Garcia Luna speaks during a ceremony to 
designate June 2 as the Federal Police Day in Mexico City. 

Associated Press

Ex-Mexico security chief long haunted by corruption claims

On Wednesday morning, 
President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador, who has 
made eradicating corrup-
tion a pillar of his admin-
istration, said his govern-
ment would assist the U.S. 
with its case in any way 
possible.  He said banks 
had already been asked 
to provide financial infor-
mation for the Attorney 
General’s Office.
“It reaffirms that the coun-
try’s principle problem was 
corruption,” Lopez Ob-
rador said. “Imagine the 
authorities responsible for 
security bribed. Now what 
guarantee is there for citi-
zens if there is no boundary 
between authorities and 
criminals? If authorities are 
working for criminals there 
is no possibility of guaran-
teeing peace and tran-
quility.” As security chief, 
García Luna was widely 
feared and in charge of 
Mexico’s federal police 
and the rest of the civilian 
security apparatus, giv-
ing him unrivaled access 
to intelligence about law 
enforcement operations 
and investigations that U.S. 
prosecutors say he shared 
with the Sinaloa cartel. 
Calderon’s administration 
was criticized at the time 
by many who argued it was 
not as aggressive against 
the Sinaloa cartel as it was 
against the gang’s rivals.

Before joining Calderon’s 
government, García Luna 
led Mexico’s equivalent 
of the FBI, the Federal In-
vestigative Agency, under 
President Vicente Fox.
For José Reveles, a journal-
ist and author of several 
books on organized crime, 
García Luna was “the om-
nipotent cop of Vicente 
Fox and later Felipe Calde-
ron.” He was an official 
few dared to clash with, 
Reveles added, and the 
questions that have arisen 
about him are numerous. 
Reveles said that in 2005, 
during the Fox administra-
tion, agents from the Fed-
eral Investigative Agency 
“were capturing Zetas 
(members of a rival cartel) 
and turning them over to 
the Sinaloa cartel.” Anti-
drug prosecutor Santiago 
Vasconcelos made that 
accusation public, but lat-
er died in a plane crash.
In December of that year, 
García Luna’s agents de-
tained French citizen Flor-
ence Cassez and held her 
illegally until they could 
stage a media event. She 
was paraded before TV 
cameras and forced to 
participate in a staged, 
televised reenactment of 
her capture. She was held 
for seven years on kidnap-
ping charges, but was 
released and became 
a cause celebre in her 

homeland.
In 2008, banners began ap-
pearing across the country 
claiming García Luna was 
working for the Sinaloa car-
tel.
Reveles, who was then 
covering the Congress and 
had access to documents, 
said that in 2008 Mexican 
lawmakers took closed-
door testimony from fed-
eral agents that García 
Luna’s convoy had been 
intercepted in the state 
of Morelos by members of 
the Beltran Leyva cartel, 
which had broken from the 
Sinaola cartel. The agents 
reported that García Luna 
was taken to meet with Ar-
turo Beltran Lleyva, one of 
the cartel’s leaders, Rev-
eles said. García Luna de-
nied all of it. 
A 2011 Televisa telenovela 
called “The Team” that 
portrayed federal police 
as crime-fighting heroes 
was allegedly the brain-
child of García Luna and 
financed with government 
money. The honest, well-
trained and brave officers 
portrayed on the show 
were at odds with the pub-
lic’s longstanding percep-
tion of Mexico’s police.
In 2012, arrested U.S. drug 
gang leader Édgar Valdez 
Villarreal, alias “La Barbie,” 
claimed in an open letter 
that he had paid off Gar-
cía Luna.

Also in 2012, rife drug cor-
ruption in the federal po-
lice force burst into the 
open when one federal of-
ficer opened fire on his col-
leagues at Mexico City’s 
international airport.
And finally, in 2012, 14 Mex-
ican agents under Garcia 
Luna’s command opened 
fire on an SUV carrying two 
U.S. CIA agents near Mex-
ico City after Mexican of-
ficials claimed their agents 
mistook the Americans’ 
vehicle for one driven by 
gang members.
Despite all that, Mexico 
security analyst Alejandro 
Hope noted, the U.S. gov-
ernment apparently vet-
ted Garcia Luna, praised 
the drug busts he carried 
out and allowed him to 
live in the United States for 
about seven years before 
charging him.
“Why now?” Hope asked.
While the accusations 
have long been out there, 
it was unclear whether 
the timing of the charges 
could be explained by 
some unknown deal within 
the complex U.S.-Mexico 
relationship on drug traf-
ficking or if it stemmed 
from testimony in the U.S. 
trial of notorious drug boss 
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guz-
man.
Guzmán was tried in New 
York in 2018. At his trial, for-
mer cartel member Jesus 
Zambada testified that he 
personally made at least $6 
million in hidden payments 
to García Luna on behalf 
of his older brother, cartel 
boss Ismael “El Mayo” Zam-
bada, in 2005-2007.
“I believe he enriched him-
self, but I don’t know if it 
was from that (drug cartel 
bribes),” Hope said. 
If so, it was extreme arro-
gance or stupidity, Hope 
said. He said there are a lot 
of ways a Cabinet secre-
tary with budget authority 
and influence could enrich 
himself, but just one way 
that would be guaranteed 
to draw the ire of the U.S. 
government.
U.S. authorities said Tues-
day that García Luna had 
amassed a fortune of mil-
lions, well beyond what a 
public servant could ex-
pect to earn.q
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LG Smith’s Steak & Chop House introduces fabulous Sunday Brunch
ORANJESTAD —  Every Sunday of this month will be a de-
light at LG Smith’s Steak & Chop House (LGS) where they 
will be offering a Sunday Brunch a-la-carte with unlim-
ited mimosa and prosecco included. Without any doubt 
LGS Sunday Brunch à la carte is exceptional. Gather the 
whole family and experience the best brunch à la carte 
on Aruba. The brunch will also be available on Christmas 
day, December 25. Enjoy this elegant menu with options 
such as the Lobster Mc & Cheese, Steak & Eggs, Shrimp 
Risotto and much more.  

LG Smith’s Steak & Chop House is known for the great 
quality of its dishes and its kitchen staff that surely knows 
how to perfectly present a unique culinary experience.  
For appetizer choose between Short Rib Hash, Lobster 
Mac & Cheese, Mixed Seafood Ceviche, Benedict L.G, 
Seared Scallop and much more. Main dishes such as the 
African Shakshuka Eggs, which are eggs served in to-
matoe broth with shimps and garlic bread, will definitly 
ample your culinary horizon. The popular Steak & Eggs is 
also in the menu, Shrimp Rissoto, Seared Ahí Tuna, (a spicy 
tuna dish served with yams puree, bokchoy and Miso 
sauce). For the salmon lovers they have the  Pa ‘Lemon 
Dill Salmon’ grilled with potatoes, spinache and a ‘lemon 
dill cream sauce’.  Do not leave without trying a dessert. 
Enjoy a Sinful Chocolate Cake, Panna Cotta, a choco-
late icecream or a delicious Nutella French Toast!

Come with the whole family and enjoy a Sunday Brunch 
a-la-carte during the entire month of December or make 
your Christmas day reservation. Brunch is served from 11 
am to 2:30pm. For reservations call +297 523-6115 or visit 
LG Smith's Steak & Chop House on Facebook. q
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Post Aruba emitted a new set of “archaeological stamps 2019”
ORANJESTAD —Post Aruba N.V. 
emitted a new set of “Archaeologi-
cal Stamps 2019”. 

The set consists of four stamps 
namely 100c, 130c, 220c and 320c, 
for a total amount of Afl.7, 70. The 
first-day-envelope costs Afl. 9, 45. 
The stamps are designed by Alfon-
so the Windt. They are printed by 
the Johan Enschedé Security Print.

100 cents: Tools
This stamp represents an Ancient 
Hammer and Grain Grinder. Imag-
ine all the tasks you do in one day 
and the many different tools need-
ed to complete them. Amerindians 
spent a lot of time making, recy-
cling and repairing tools from the 
materials readily available to them 
such as stone, shell, coral, wood 
and bone.

130 cents: Excavating Ceramic 
Objects; Eating and Drinking 
This stamp represents bowls, uten-
sils and cups, everything you need 
to eat, drink and share food. Al-
though the materials are different, 
ancient dishware served the same 
purpose as it does today. The kitch-
en was and is a busy place. Am-
erindians worked together to pre-
pare and cook food in communal 
areas outside the home. Archae-
ologists have discovered many 
artefacts used for processing and 
storing food.

220 cents: Beauty and Currency
From the smallest pendant to the 
most finely decorated ceramic, 
the skill and creativity of Amerin-
dians is unmistakable; drilling, pol-
ishing, painting, grinding model-

ing. These were just a few of the 
techniques used by artisans. This 
skill is most prominently displayed 
in exquisitely crafted stone and 
shell beads. The workmanship is so 
precise, that attempts to replicate 
it have failed. Finely crafted pot-
tery was delicately painted, mold-
ed, incised and punctured. Bead 
necklaces were not only forms of 
decoration and personal status, 
but also used as currency in trad-
ing relations. The value was deter-
mined by the craftsmanship, the 
length of the necklace and the size 
of the beads. 

In Aruba, both shell and stone 
necklaces have been discovered, 

although shell was much more 
common. Among the Caiquetio, 
the smallest, most finely crafted 
beads would have held the high-
est value. The skill required to shape 
and drill these tiny pieces was very 
much appreciated. Many of these 
objects were discovered in graves, 
illustrating their importance. Huge 
deposits of shells called “shell mid-
dens” have been discovered in 
Aruba. A “shell midden” is a heap 
that is primarily made up of shells 
and marine remains that have 
been discarded after the edible 
part of the animal was removed. 
Most “middens” are located near 
the shore except for one pre-ce-
ramic deposit located inland at 

Malmok near a burial site. Archae-
ologists study “shell middens” to 
discover what kind of food ancient 
people ate. These deposits show 
that Amerindians ate conch, turtle, 
clams, fish and snails. 

320 cents: Burial Practices 
Amerindian burial practices were 
deliberate and often elaborate, 
incorporating rich grave goods 
that identified the person’s sta-
tus in the community. During the 
Ceramic Period, the house func-
tioned as both living space and 
burial ground. Many graves were 
discovered under the dirt floors of 
houses and village plazas. People 
living in the Ceramic period often 
buried their dead in jars or urns. 
This type of burial is referred to as 
an “urn burial”, which can be di-
vided in primary and secondary. In 
a primary urn burial, the individual 
is buried right after death and all 
bones are present. In a secondary 
urn burial, all or some of the bones 
from a body buried in a pit or left to 
desiccate in the open air, are col-
lected after some time and rebur-
ied in an urn.

These stamps are available at all 
the Post Office locations in Oran-
jestad, San Nicolas and Sta. Cruz. 
Make sure that you have this set in 
your collection as the stock is lim-
ited. For more information on the 
“Archaeological Stamps 2019” is-
sue, please contact the Philatelic 
Department at +297 528-7678 / 
main office located at J.E. Iraus-
quinplein # 9, Oranjestad or vis-
it their Facebook page: Aruba 
Stamps and Webpage: postaruba.
com. q

Canada and 
USA honorees
EAGLE BEACH — Recently, 
Marouska Heyliger honored 
Tammy and Bob Berry from 
Ontario with their Distinguished 
visitors certificate and Pamela 
and Richard Rupp from Iowa 
with their Goodwill Ambassa-
dors certificate in the name of 
the Aruba Tourism Authority. 

The event which commemo-
rates the Berry’s 10th and the 
Rupp’s 26th consecutive visit 
to the island was held at Divi 
Village Resort. Both honor-
ees love coming to the island 
for its friendly people, safety 
of the island and beautiful 
weather.q
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ORANJESTAD – We would like 
to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vaca-
tion picture while enjoying our 
Happy Island this Christmas 
season. 

Complete the sentence: Aru-
ba to me is …….  And send us 
your picture with text (includ-
ing your name and where you 
are from) to: news@arubato-
day.com. We will publish your 
vacation memory in our news-
paper and online. Isn’t that a 
special way to keep your holi-
day memories alive? Please do 
note: By submitting photos, text 
or any other materials, you give 
permission to the Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean Speed 
Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materi-
als, as well as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation.

Last but not least: check out 
our website and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we strive 
to make you a happy reader 
every day again.q

Aruba to Me Christmas Vibes
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PALM BEACH — Doctor Lili Beke from the Walk-In Clinic has a solid reputation, built 
up in more than 35 years of experience as a medical doctor. Both tourists and lo-
cals feel great with her for the simple reasons that she has the qualities of a great 
doctor: communicative, skilled, empathetic and trustworthy. Unique is the fact that 
you can walk into this clinic without an appointment and that the Palm Beach Ser-
vice Pharmacy she partners up with is literally next door. When you feel sick during 
vacation you want this out of your system as soon as possible and a convenient 
solution is forehanded. Don’t look any further, help is just around the corner. A one-
stop-shopping solution.

Top 5 Vacation Illnesses
The most common reasons why patients walk into her clinic sound very familiar. 
Doctor Beke: “When on vacation you are excited so you mix meals, eat without 
control and combine this with more alcohol than usual resulting in an upset stom-
ach. Digestion issues occur and when on a diet you can count on it that you will 
get sick.” Throwing up, diarrhea, dehydration will be a bummer on your vacation. 
“Second occasion why people step in here is medication. They feel sick because 
they forgot to take their medicines with them or simply think they don’t need it on 
holiday. But of course the body does not work differently only because you are 
in another place.” This happens especially with patients of higher age and many 
times with blood pressure medication and psychological medicines, the doctor ex-
plains. “As we have the pharmacy next door we can solve this in most cases very 
quick so you will soon feel better again. Then of course we have the allergies, force 
majeure but still a hassle. Too much sun bathing is another thing causing dehydra-
tion and sun burns.”
“I strongly advise to buy a new sunblock cream every vacation. Our pharmacy sells 
the most advanced ones that is environmental friendly, so not damaging the sea 
life.” As fifth most common reason for patients to come see the doctor she men-
tions exhaustion. “You want to do everything in a short time and by the end of the 
day the body is exhausted, giving a reversed reaction. Take it easy please, moder-
ate or like we say here: chill.” Besides this top 5 the doctor is visited by patients with 
chronic diseases that often contact her in advance to travelling. 

The Little Ones
With regards to children Dr. Beke advises parents to keep an extra eye on them dur-
ing vacation. “They are excited, cannot hold control, play all day in the sand and 
pool and eat a lot of different things. But they are sensitive and you do not want 
your loved ones waking up in the middle of the night vomiting or with diarrhea.” 
Asthmatic children should be taken care of extra as the sun, water and strong draft 
on the island can complicate their condition. “Protect the heads of your kids, we 
are close to the equator and the sun rays are more rectangular thus stronger. The 
heat and humidity can exhaust the little bodies easily. Let them play under an um-
brella preferably and keep drinking water. At the pharmacy you can buy ear plugs 
to prevent ear infections.” The doctor stresses that there is no doubt about drinking 
tap water. “The water of Aruba is the best. You can drink that without problems. It 
is excellent. In the States it is prepared with a lot of chemicals, but here it’s clean.”

Neighbors: Trustworthy Doctor & Great Equipped Pharmacy 
-	 Both in walking distance from resorts -

Locals
Doctor Beke has a loyal local patient pool staying with 
her mainly because of the experience and trust. “They 
tell me I really listen to them, they feel attended and re-
spected. A patient is a human being, not a casus, un-
fortunately many times doctors are skilled in the medical 
part but not on the social terrain.” The latter is more and 
more important, especially with certain groups like teen-
age girls. “They prefer a female doctor to treat typical 
woman issues. The desire is attention and to feel at ease.” 
Patients step in for second opinions too. “Everybody has 
the right to do that, it is their body and their money.”

Pharmacy Convenience
After you pick up your prescription at Dr. Beke’s practice, 
you can go to the Palm Beach Service Pharmacy, right 
next door. The collaboration between these two results 
in a quick, efficient and quality service. It’s just what you 
need when you feel the only thing you want is healing. 
Lennert van der Poel, general manager of the pharmacy, 
which is part of a group of 5 pharmacies (Botica di Servi-
cio), points out that convenience is not their only unique 
asset. “We carry a wide variety of medicines from the US, 
but most of the medicines come from the EU. The prices in 
the EU are considerately lower than in the U.S.” All medi-
cines are European registered with the same standard 
as U.S. products. “The law in the States allows visitors to 
get prescribed medicine by a local doctor for up to 6 
months, saving them a ton of money.”, says van der Poel. 
Most common medicines requested by visitors are antibi-
otic, pain killers and anti-allergy medications. However, 
certain things do not need prescription, such as contact 
lenses. These don’t need a prescription to get them on 
the island. “We’ve recently started importing our own 
‘house brand’ of contact lenses called ‘Optinova’, and 
the feedback has been amazing”, elaborates Van der 
Poel, “We carry both daily and monthly lenses, which are 
an ideal substitute if you forget yours when coming on 
vacation, or even if you would like to take some home, 
which is why we’ve seen so many return customers.”
Naturally we wish you the healthiest, most wonderful va-
cation of your life on our Happy Island. But …. In case 
you are in need of a doctor and a pharmacy, just turn 
around, walk in and feel welcome to be cured!q

Palm Beach Service Pharmacy  	 Aruba Walk-in Clinic
T: +297 587 1717			   T: +297 588 539
www.boticadiservicio.com	 or +297 594 0539(emergency)
info@boticadiservicio.com	 lgbeke.md@gmail.com
Unit 8 at “The Cove”		  Unit 9 at “The Cove”
Palm Beach			   Palm Beach
Open Mon-Sat			   Open during weekdays 
10 am – 4 pm			   (Friday afternoon 2pm–4.30pm) 	
				    9am–12pm, 2.30–5pm 		
				    Saturday, Sunday & Holidays 
				    2pm – 4 pm
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By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— They first met 25 years 
ago in Thailand, neither 
knowing then how much 
their paths would cross in 
golf. Ernie Els was a rising 
star from South Africa, four 
months away from win-
ning his first U.S. Open. Tiger 
Woods was a senior in high 
school, six months away 
from winning his first U.S. 
Amateur. Woods recalled 
“this big, giant of a man” 
he saw at the 1994 Johnnie 
Walker Classic.
“I was trying to figure out 
what the hell am I going 
to do with maybe playing 
professional golf down the 
road,” Woods said. “We 
talked a little bit, and he 
took a liking to me.”
Over the next two de-
cades, no one finished 
runner-up to Woods more 
than Els, a rivalry as one-
sided as the Presidents 
Cup.

Continued on Page 18

Miami Heat guard Kendrick Nunn, center, is fouled by 
Atlanta Hawks center Alex Len (25) during the second 
half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
2019, in Miami. The Heat won 135-121 in overtime. 

Associated Press
Page 19

USA captain Tiger Woods 
during a press conference 
ahead of the President’s Cup 
Golf tournament in Melbourne, 
Australia, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
2019.

Associated Press

Woods 
and Els 
meet again, 
now as 
captains of 
Presidents 
Cup

HEAT 
   CHECK

Heat use 22-0 late run to 
top Hawks, 135-121 in OT
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Presidents Cup
Continued from Page 17

That’s where they meet 
for perhaps the final time, 
as captains at Royal Mel-
bourne.
The Presidents Cup starts 
Thursday, and Woods is at-
tracting all the attention 
as the first playing captain 
in 25 years. As much as he 
refers to the Big Easy as a 
“giant of a man,” no one 
casts a larger presence in 
golf than Woods.
Els saw it coming a long time 
ago. In one of their great-
est duels, they matched 
eagles and birdies on the 
18th hole at Kapalua in 
2000 before Woods won 
the playoff with a 40-foot 
birdie. It was another kick 
in the gut for Els, who said 
that day: “He’s 24. He’s 
probably going to be big-
ger than Elvis when he gets 
into his 40s.”
By the end of the year, Els 
was runner-up to him in 
consecutive majors by a 
combined 23 shots.
The 50-year-old Els sat on 
one side of a long table 
Wednesday, wearing 
reading glasses to go over 
his pairings for the open-
ing session. Woods, who 
turns 44 at the end of the 
month, was on the other 
side of a 2-foot-high board, 
announcing he would be 
playing in the first match.
The International team is 
desperate to end two de-
cades of failing to beat the 
Americans, who are going 
for their eighth consecutive 
victory and already lead 
10-1-1 in the series.
For Els, it’s another large 
task. 
By now, he’s used to it.
“No one of this genera-
tion has gotten the credit 
they probably deserve 
because Tiger has been Ti-
ger,” Adam Scott said. “It’s 
the same for Phil (Mickel-
son) and Ernie. They have 
played second fiddle be-
cause Tiger has got the 
great record he has and 
he beat them quite often, 
too.”
Scott paused briefly, add-
ing with the slightest of 
smiles, “I think Ernie is may-
be using that as some moti-
vation this week.”
In most team events, the 
captain can only do so 

much. At Royal Melbourne, 
Woods has taken on a little 
more.
The charter flight from 
the Bahamas arrived on 
Monday a little later than 
planned, leaving the U.S. 
team with only two prac-
tice rounds. Woods played 
18 holes Tuesday. The next 
day, he played for a little 
more than an hour before 
peeling off to watch the 
rest of his team play.
He can rely on his assis-
tants — two of them, Fred 
Couples and Steve Stricker, 
previously were captains — 
but he doesn’t want to miss 
out on all the captain’s du-
ties. Everyone on the team 
has portrayed Woods as 
relentless in detail, some-
times texting at all hours of 
the night when he has a 
thought about strategy or 
pairings.
“You definitely get more 
texts between 1 and 4 
a.m. than any captain, 
that’s for sure.” said Justin 
Thomas, who plays with 
Woods in the opening four-
balls match against Marc 
Leishman and Joaquin 
Niemann. “He takes it very 
seriously. He wants to be a 
captain that has a great 
winning record.”
Tony Finau was teammates 
with Woods in his Ryder Cup 
debut last year and saw his 
influence as a player.
As captain, he sees anoth-
er level.
“The detail ... I think he 
could probably do the 
weather here and the wind 
direction for all of us,” Finau 
said. “It doesn’t surprise 
me just how prepared he is 
because that’s the reason 
why he is who he is. To have 
him captain the team, a 
huge part of it is just learn-
ing from him. You can’t top 
that type of experience.”
Els has gone about his busi-
ness more quietly, not will-
ing to share specifics on his 
use of analytics to develop 
pairings. He has encour-
aged his players to spend 
time in practice rounds dur-
ing tournaments. But he has 
been unusually guarded in 
his comments, wanting to 
keep everything inside the 
team for now.
“I’ll tell you Sunday night 
what exactly has been 
transpiring,” Els said. “But 

International captain Ernie Els, left, and USA captain Tiger Woods shake hands during a press 
conference ahead of the President’s Cup Golf tournament in Melbourne, Australia, Tuesday, Dec. 
10, 2019. 

Associated Press

we have a system we are 
following, and I can’t let 
anything out of the bag 
more than that.”
Whatever secrets he is hold-
ing, his team still has to chip 
and putt, to win holes and 
win matches, to get the 
crowd on its side early. The 

U.S. team has not trailed af-
ter any of the sessions since 
the second round in 2005.
Now it’s up to his players. 
Els, unlike Woods, has no 
influence on the outcome 
except for his plan and his 
leadership.
“He told us his plan early 

on, and he’s going 100% 
on that. And I love that,” 
Scott said. “I can get be-
hind someone who is 
100% in on something. If it 
doesn’t work, I admire the 
fact he’s gone all in. I don’t 
think we’ve ever done that 
before.”q

Cole mine: Gerrit, Yankees strike 
record $324M, 9-year deal
By RONALD BLUM
AP Baseball Writer
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Gerrit 
Cole quickly ended Ste-
phen Strasburg’s tenure 
as baseball’s highest-paid 
pitcher.
Cole agreed to a $324 
million, nine-year contract 
with the New York Yan-
kees on Tuesday night, a 
person familiar with the 
agreement told The Asso-
ciated Press.
Cole’s deal established 
marks for pitchers in total 
dollars, topping the $245 
million, seven-year con-
tract Stephen Strasburg 
finalized a day earlier to 
remain with the World Se-
ries champion Washing-
ton Nationals. 
Its $36 million average is 
a record for any player, 
beating the $35.5 million 
in outfielder Mike Trout’s 
$426.5 million, 12-year 
deal with the Los Ange-
les Angels that started 
last season. Cole gets an 

even $36 million annually 
and can opt out after the 
2024 season. He also has 
a full no-trade provision.
After finalizing the agree-
ment for 31-year-old 
Strasburg, agent Scott 
Boras predicted he would 
go even high for Cole, a 
29-year-old right-hander.
Cole was baseball’s most 
dominant pitcher for 
much of 2019 and helped 
the Houston Astros come 
within one win of their 
second World Series title 
in three seasons. 
“Obviously, when you are 
talking about a player at 
the level of Gerrit Cole, 
in a lot of ways that’s a 
game-changing type tal-
ent,” Yankees manager 
Aaron Boone said earlier 
in the day. “This is a guy 
that’s really hungry, really 
driven.”
Yankees general manag-
er Cashman visited Cole 
and wife Amy in Califor-
nia last week, bringing 

along Boone, new pitch-
ing coach Matt Blake and 
special adviser Andy Pet-
titte. After helping Hous-
ton beat the Yankees in 
a six-game AL Champi-
onship Series, Cole joins a 
rotation that includes Luis 
Severino, Masahiro Tana-
ka, James Paxton and 
J.A. Happ or Domingo 
Germán, who may be sus-
pended at the season’s 
start under baseball’s do-
mestic violence policy.
In other moves on the 
second day of the winter 
meetings:
— Shortstop Didi Grego-
rius is joining manager Joe 
Girardi in Philadelphia, 
agreeing with the Phil-
lies on a $14 million, one-
year contract, a person 
familiar with the deal told 
the AP. That person also 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the 
agreement, first reported 
by the New York Post, had 
not been announced.q
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Heat score first 16 
points in OT, beat 
Hawks 135-121
By The Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — Duncan 
Robinson tied a franchise 
record with 10 3-pointers, 
Bam Adebayo and Jimmy 
Butler each had triple-dou-
bles and the Miami Heat 
scored 22 unanswered 
points down the stretch to 
beat the Atlanta Hawks 
135-121 in overtime on 
Tuesday night.
Kendrick Nunn scored 36 
points, one off the Heat 
rookie record. Adebayo fin-
ished with a career-high 30 
points, 11 rebounds and 11 
assists. Butler had 20 points, 
a career-high 18 rebounds 
and 10 assists.
And Robinson scored 34 
points, on a night when 
the Heat moved to 11-0 at 
home.
They had to scramble to 
get there, down by six with 
less than a minute left in 
regulation. But Robinson 
and Butler made 3s late to 
tie the game, and the Heat 
opened overtime on a 16-0 
run. 
It was the NBA's widest mar-
gin of victory in an overtime 
game since Oct. 31, 2009, 

when Philadelphia beat 
New York 141-127.
De'Andre Hunter scored 
28 points, and Trae Young 
added 21 points and nine 
assists for Atlanta — which 
fell to 0-3 against the Heat 
this season.
76ERS 97, NUGGETS 92
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Joel 
Embiid scored 22 points, in-
cluding two key free throws 
with 15.3 seconds left, and 
Tobias Harris added 20 as 
Philadelphia beat Denver.
Matisse Thybulle added 13 
points for the Sixers, who 
are 13-0 in Philadelphia. 
They have won three 
straight and seven of eight.
Will Barton had 26 points 
to lead the Nuggets, who 
have lost three in a row 
and five of six. Leading 
scorer Jamal Murray was 
injured with 6:49 left in the 
first quarter when he collid-
ed with Ben Simmons and 
didn't return.
HORNETS 114, WIZARDS 107
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Devonte Graham scored 
29 points, Miles Bridges hit 
a big 3-pointer with 7.7 
seconds left and Char-

lotte beat Washington in 
a game that featured 20 
lead changes.
Terry Rozier scored 17 
points, Bridges had 16, P.J. 
Washington added 15 and 
Cody Zeller and Bismack 
Biyombo both had dou-
ble-doubles as Charlotte 
wrapped up a five-game 
homestand with a 2-3 re-
cord.
David Bertans scored a 
career-high 32 points and 
made eight 3-pointers for 
Washington. Rui Hachimu-
ra added 18 points and 12 

rebounds for the Wizards, 
who have lost six of seven.
TRAIL BLAZERS 115, KNICKS 
87
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Da-
mian Lillard had 31 points, 
including eight 3-pointers, 
and Portland handed New 
York its 10th straight loss. 
Hassan Whiteside added 
17 points and 15 rebounds, 
and the Trail Blazers ended 
a two-game skid. Portland 
led by as many as 32.
Julius Randle had 15 points 
for the Knicks, who have 
won just four games, fewest 

in the NBA. They have one 
win on the road.
The Knicks opened their 
four-game West Coast trip 
in disarray after coach Da-
vid Fizdale was fired on Fri-
day, just hours after he ran 
practice. Mike Miller was 
named interim coach, and 
New York lost 104-103 at 
home to Indiana the next 
night.
In Portland, New York 
faced Carmelo Anthony, 
who played for the Knicks 
from 2011-17. Anthony fin-
ished with 16 points.q

Miami Heat forward Duncan Robinson (55) shoots a 3-pointer as Atlanta Hawks forward Jabari 
Parker (5) defends during overtime of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019, in Miami. 
The Heat won 135-121 in overtime. 
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Ravens, 49ers, Saints are top 
3 teams in AP Pro32 poll
By SIMMI BUTTAR 
AP Pro Football Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Lamar 
Jackson and the Balti-
more Ravens just keep on 
soaring.
The Ravens clinched a 
playoff spot last week af-
ter they held off the Buffa-
lo Bills 24-17 for their ninth 
consecutive victory.
And the Ravens are again 
the unanimous choice as 
the top team in the latest 
AP Pro32 poll.
For the second consecu-
tive week, the Ravens 
earned all 12 first-place 
votes for 384 points in bal-
loting Tuesday by media 
members who regularly 
cover the NFL.
"The road to the AFC 
championship goes 
through Baltimore, as the 

Ravens win a slugfest over 
the Bills to maintain control 
of the No. 1 seed. Lamar 
Jackson to the Super Bowl 
in Year 2? Could be," said 
Newsday's Bob Glauber.
The Ravens will open 
Week 15 as they host the 
New York Jets on Thursday 
night. Jimmy Garoppolo 
and the San Francisco 
49ers moved up a spot to 
No. 2 after their 48-46 win 
over the NFC South cham-
pion New Orleans Saints 
on Sunday. 
"If the 49ers and Saints 
meet again in the NFC 
championship game, it'll 
be hard to top the twists 
and turns provided by 
both teams in Sunday's 
thrilling matchup at the 
Superdome," said Ira 
Kaufman of Fox 13 in Tam-

pa, Florida.
And despite the loss, the 
Saints inched up to No. 3.
"You can't ask for much 
more from Drew Brees 
against a tough San Fran-
cisco defense, but the 
Saints couldn't stop the 
49ers when it counted," 
Kaufman said.
The Seattle Seahawks 
dropped two places to 
No. 4 after their 28-12 loss 
to the Los Angeles Rams. 
The Rams gained two 
spots to round out the top 
10 and became the third 
team from the NFC West 
in the first third of the poll. 
For the second week in a 
row, the Kansas City Chiefs 
are tied in the poll. This 
time, the Chiefs moved up 
two places, joining Seattle 
at No. 4, after holding off 

the New England Patriots 
23-16 to clinch the AFC 
West. The Patriots dropped 
two spots No. 7 after their 
second consecutive loss. 
The Green Bay Packers, 
tied with the Chiefs last 
week, remained at No. 6 
after topping the Wash-
ington Redskins 20-15.
The Minnesota Vikings 

jumped two spots to No. 
8 after topping the Detroit 
Lions. 
And the Bills stayed at No. 
9 after their loss to the Ra-
vens. The Bills play another 
high-profile AFC North 
team when they head to 
Pittsburgh for a rare ap-
pearance on "Sunday 
Night Football."q

Baltimore Ravens outside linebacker Matt Judon (99) 
celebrates a 24-17 win over the Buffalo Bills after an NFL 
football game in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Dec. 8, 2019. 
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By JAKE SEINER 
AP Sports Writer
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Base-
balls used during the 2019 
regular season had less 
drag on average, con-
tributing to a power surge 
that resulted in a record 
number of home runs, ac-
cording to a study commis-
sioned by Major League 
Baseball and released by 
the league Wednesday.
The report produced by a 
committee of science pro-
fessors said inconsistencies 
in the seams of the base-
balls, as well as “changes 
in player behavior,” were 
chief culprits for the spike 
in home runs. Batters con-
nected 6,776 times in the 
regular season, smashing 
the record of 6,105 set in 
2017.
The committee says it did 
not find evidence that MLB 
intentionally altered the 
baseballs and believes the 
inconsistencies were due 
to “manufacturing vari-
ability.” The balls are hand 

A baseball lies on packed dirt after for a short batting practice 
during a tour of the under construction baseball field at the new 
Texas Rangers stadium in Arlington, Texas, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 
2019. 
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Study: Inconsistent seams, player behavior behind HR uptick

sewn by workers at Rawl-
ings’ factory in Costa Rica.
The 27-page report was 
written by Alan Nathan, 
Jim Albert, Peko Hosoi and 
Lloyd Smith.
A series of recommenda-
tions were provided. The 
scientists say MLB should 
consider installing humi-

dors at all 30 ballparks “to 
reduce the variability in 
storage conditions,” and 
install atmospheric track-
ing systems in each sta-
dium. 
They believe Rawl-
ings should begin track-
ing dates that baseballs 
are manufactured and 

shipped, and they also 
have suggested a study 
with a larger sample size 
to explore the possibility 
that carry is influenced by 
the rubbing mud applied 
to bright, white baseballs 
before they are used in 
games.
The group also confirmed 
suspicions by players and 
coaches that the “juiced” 
ball was carrying less during 
the 2019 postseason. Car-
dinals manager Mike Shildt 
said during the NL Champi-
onship Series that St. Louis’ 
analytics team believed fly 
balls were traveling 4 1/2 
feet less on average. That 
backed a study published 
by data scientist Rob Ar-
thur at Baseball Prospects 
showing the balls suddenly 
had less drag.
The scientists could not 
determine why the play-
off balls weren’t flying as 
far, though. MLB has said 
the postseason balls were 
pulled from the same 
batch as the regular sea-

son ones. The aerodynam-
ics of the baseballs were 
found to be notably differ-
ent even within each sea-
son. The committee cited 
“significant ball-to-ball vari-
ation in the baseball drag 
that is large compared to 
the year-to-year change in 
the average drag.”
The committee conclud-
ed that 60% of the home 
run surge across 2018-19 
could be attributed to an 
increase in carry, with 40% 
due to players attempting 
to hit more fly balls.
The scientists were set to 
address reporters at base-
ball’s winter meetings later 
Wednesday. They will be 
joined by MLB executives 
Morgan Sword and Chris 
Young, as well as Rawlings 
president and CEO Mi-
chael Zlaket. MLB owns a 
minority stake in Rawlings, 
and Peter Seidler, the San 
Diego Padres general part-
ner, has chief oversight of 
the equity firm with a ma-
jority share.q
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By The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Tomas 
Tatar’s 10th goal of the 
season ended Tristan Jar-
ry’s franchise-record shut-
out streak and sparked the 
Montreal Canadiens to a 
4-1 victory over the Pitts-
burgh Penguins on Tuesday 
night. Jarry’s shutout run 
ended at 177:15 on Tatar’s 
power-play goal 12:24 into 
the second period that tied 
the game. Joel Armia beat 
Jarry less than four minutes 
later to put the Canadiens 
in front to stay and Shea 
Weber’ scored with just 15 
seconds left in the period.
Montreal won for the fourth 
time in its last 12 meetings 
with the Penguins.
Carey Price surrendered 
Jake Guentzel’s 17th goal 
just 2:59 into the first period 
but quickly settled down 
to outduel Jarry. Price fin-
ished with 33 saves as Mon-
treal won for the third time 
in four games following an 
eight-game winless streak.
Jarry began the night lead-
ing the league in goals-
against average and save 
percentage thanks to a 
surge that included back-
to-back shutouts against 
St. Louis and Arizona last 
week. A point-blank stop 
on Nick Cousins early in 
the second period helped 
Jarry slip past the Tomas 
Vokoun’s shutout mark of 
173:06 set in 2013, but Jar-
ry’s luck ran out shortly after 
he surpassed Vokoun in the 
team record book.
Some sloppy play in front 
of Jarry helped the Cana-
diens finally break through. 
Pittsburgh was on the pen-
alty kill in the second pe-
riod when defenseman 
John Marino and forward 
Brandon Tanev whiffed on 
clearing attempts. Montre-
al’s Phillip Danault grabbed 
the loose puck, slipped a 
pass to Brendan Gallagher 
to set up a two-on-none. 
Gallagher set up Tatar, who 
beat Jarry to the short side. 
It was the first goal Jarry al-
lowed since the second 
period of a loss to Colum-
bus on Nov. 29.
LIGHTNING 2, PANTHERS 1
SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Steven 
Stamkos and Alex Killorn 
scored to lead Tampa Bay 
over Florida.
Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 

27 shots for Tampa Bay.
Evgenii Dadonov had the 
goal for the Panthers. Ser-
gei Bobrovsky made a sea-
son-high 46 saves in his third 
straight start.
SABRES 5, BLUES 2
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Jack 
Eichel scored two goals 
to extend his NHL-leading 
point streak to 14 games, 
and Buffalo beat St. Louis.
Sam Reinhart, Johan Lars-
son and Zemgus Girgen-
sons each had a goal and 
an assist as the Sabres won 
their second straight. Linus 
Ullmark made 28 saves.
Troy Brouwer and Alex Pi-
etrangelo had goals for the 
Blues, who have lost three 
in a row following a four-
game winning streak. Jake 
Allen stopped 28 shots.
JETS 5, RED WINGS 1
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 
— Blake Wheeler, Andrew 
Copp and Patrik Laine 
scored in a two-minute 
span in the second period 
and Winnipeg dealt Detroit 
Red its 12th straight loss.
Wheeler began the bar-
rage at 16:43 of the second 
when he beat Eric Comrie, 
who was making his first 
start in goal since Detroit 
acquired him in a trade 
with Arizona on Nov. 30.
Copp and Laine followed 
with goals 11 seconds 
apart, boosting the score 
to 4-1 by the 18:43 mark.
Adam Lowry scored a first-
period, short-handed goal 
and Mark Scheifele added 
his team-leading 14th of 

the season on the power 
play at 5:04 of the third. 
Copp and Wheeler also 
each had an assist for the 
Jets (19-10-2).
Christoffer Ehn scored his 
first goal of the season for 
the Red Wings (7-22-3), who 
are 0-10-2 during their skid. 
Detroit has the worst record 
in the NHL at 7-22-3.
PREDATORS 3, SHARKS 1
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Calle Jarnkrok had a goal 
and an assist in the third pe-
riod, Juuse Saros made 24 
saves and Nashville beat 
slumping San Jose.
Nick Bonino and Ryan Jo-
hansen also scored in the 
third for the Predators, win-
ners of two straight.
Timo Meier scored and Mar-
tin Jones made 28 saves for 
the Sharks, who have lost 
five in a row.
DUCKS 3, WILD 2, SO
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Rick-
ard Rickell and Max Com-
tois scored in the shootout 
and Anaheim beat Minne-
sota for its first win in six road 
games. Rakell and Cam 
Fowler scored for the Ducks 
in a dominant first period 
during which they had a 
14-1 advantage in shots on 
goal and the Wild lost cen-
ter Eric Staal to an injury.
Ryan Hartman put the Wild 
on the board in the second 
and Ryan Donato tied the 
game early in third.
Donato had a breakaway 
early in overtime that Ryan 
Getzlaf thwarted with a 
tripping penalty, and the 

Wild failed to convert on 
the power play for the fifth 
time. John Gibson denied 
Parise in the shootout. Kev-
in Fiala went wide right with 
his attempt.
STARS 2, DEVILS 0
DALLAS (AP) — Ben Bishop 
made 26 saves, 16 in the 
third period, and Dallas 
beat New Jersey, hours 
after the Stars fired head 
coach Jim Montgomery.
It was Bishop’s first shutout 
this season and 32nd of his 
career in Rick Bowness’s 
first game as interim head 
coach.
Radek Faksa and Joe Pav-
elski scored in the first pe-
riod against Devils goalie 
Mackenzie Blackwood, 
who made 33 saves.
The Stars won their third 
straight game.
HURRICANES 6, OILERS 3
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) 
— Sebastian Aho scored 
two goals and Carolina 
beat Edmonton.
Nino Niederreiter, Ryan Dz-
ingel, Jordan Martinook 
and Dougie Hamilton also 
scored for the Hurricanes 
(19-11-1), who have won 
three straight. Zack Kassian 
scored twice and Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins added a 
goal for the Oilers (18-11-4), 
who have lost three of their 
last four.
FLAMES 5, COYOTES 2
GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 
Sean Monahan scored for 
the fourth straight game, 
Cam Talbot stopped 46 
shots and Calgary extend-

ed its winning streak to six 
straight games under inter-
im coach Geoff Ward with 
a win over listless Arizona.
Calgary played the night 
before, but had the early 
jump, scoring two goals 
on its first four shots in the 
opening 4:03. The Flames 
kept on scoring, improv-
ing to 7-0-1 following a six-
game winless streak (0-5-1).
Michael Frolik and Zac 
Rinaldo each had a goal 
and an assist. Johnny 
Gaudreau and Milan Lucic 
also scored for Calgary.
MAPLE LEAFS 4, CANUCKS 1
VANCOUVER, British Co-
lumbia (AP) — John Tava-
res had two goals and an 
assist and Toronto snapped 
Vancouver’s two-game 
winning streak. Auston Mat-
thews and Za
ch Hyman also scored for 
the Leafs (15-13-4), who 
have won the opening two 
games of a four-game trip. 
Mitch Marner and Justin 
Holl each had two assists.
Toronto is 6-3-0 since Shel-
don Keefe replaced Mike 
Babcock as coach.
Josh Leivo scored for the 
Canucks (15-12-4). Jacob 
Markstrom made 22 saves.
Toronto goalie Frederik An-
dersen made 38 saves, in-
cluding stopping Vancou-
ver’s Brock Boeser on three 
breakaways, two in the 
third period.
GOLDEN KNIGHTS 5, BLACK-
HAWKS 1
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Marc-
Andre Fleury made 28 saves 
in his return to the lineup 
and Vegas beat Chicago. 
It was Fleury’s first game in 
net since the death of his 
father, Andre.
Fleury, who hadn’t started 
since a 4-2 loss to Edmon-
ton on Nov. 23, improved 
to 11-6-5 against Chicago 
and 69-38-13 in December.
Reilly Smith, Deryk Engel-
land, William Karlsson, 
Max Pacioretty and Ryan 
Reaves scored for the 
Golden Knights, who hit 
the road for two games on 
a 5-1-1 run. Corey Craw-
ford, who dropped to 1-4-
0 against Vegas, made 32 
saves for Chicago, which 
played its third road game 
in six nights. Dominik Kubalik 
scored with 27 seconds left 
to spoil Fleury’s bid for his 
59th career shutout.q

Jarry’s shutout streak ends as Montreal beats Penguins 4-1

Pittsburgh Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry stops a shot during the first period of an NHL hockey 
game against the Montreal Canadiens in Pittsburgh, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019.  
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Cole mine: Gerrit, Yankees strike record $324M, 9-year deal
By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Gerrit 
Cole quickly ended Ste-
phen Strasburg's tenure 
as baseball's highest-paid 
pitcher.
Cole agreed to a $324 mil-
lion, nine-year contract 
with the New York Yankees 
on Tuesday night, a person 
familiar with the agreement 
told The Associated Press.
The person spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because 
the agreement had not 
been announced. 
Cole's deal established 
marks for pitchers in total 
dollars, topping the $245 
million, seven-year contract 
Stephen Strasburg finalized 
a day earlier to remain with 
the World Series champion 
Washington Nationals. 
Its $36 million average is 
a record for any player, 
beating the $35.5 million 
in outfielder Mike Trout's 
$426.5 million, 12-year deal 
with the Los Angeles Angels 
that started last season. 
Cole gets an even $36 mil-
lion annually and can opt 
out after the 2024 season. 
He also has a full no-trade 
provision.
After finalizing the agree-
ment for 31-year-old Stras-
burg, agent Scott Boras 
predicted he would go 
even high for Cole, a 
29-year-old right-hander.
Cole was baseball's most 
dominant pitcher for much 
of 2019 and helped the 
Houston Astros come with-

in one win of their second 
World Series title in three 
seasons. 
"Obviously, when you are 
talking about a player at 
the level of Gerrit Cole, in a 
lot of ways that's a game-
changing type talent," 
Yankees manager Aaron 
Boone said earlier in the 
day. 
"This is a guy that's really 
hungry, really driven."
Yankees general manag-
er Cashman visited Cole 
and wife Amy in Califor-
nia last week, bringing 
along Boone, new pitching 
coach Matt Blake and spe-
cial adviser Andy Pettitte.

After helping Houston beat 
the Yankees in a six-game 
AL Championship Series, 
Cole joins a rotation that in-
cludes Luis Severino, Masa-
hiro Tanaka, James Paxton 
and J.A. Happ or Domingo 
Germán, who may be sus-
pended at the season's 
start under baseball's do-
mestic violence policy.
In other moves on the 
second day of the winter 
meetings:
— Shortstop Didi Gregorius 
is joining manager Joe Gi-
rardi in Philadelphia, agree-
ing with the Phillies on a $14 
million, one-year contract, 
a person familiar with the 

deal told the AP. 
That person also spoke on 
condition of anonymity be-
cause the agreement, first 
reported by the New York 
Post, had not been an-
nounced.
— San Francisco acquired 
infielder Zack Cozart and 
infield prospect Will Wilson 
from the Angels for a play-
er to be named or cash, 
taking on Cozart's salary 
of nearly $12.7 million next 
year.
— Right-hander Kevin 
Gausman agreed to a $9 
million, one-year contract 
with the Giants, eight days 
after Cincinnati allowed 

him to become a free 
agent.
— Outfielder Adam Jones 
and the Orix Buffaloes of 
Japan's Pacific League 
agreed to an $8 million, 
two-year contract.
— Minnesota Twins finalized 
a $20 million, two-year con-
tract with suspended pitch-
er Michael Pineda and a 
$4.25 million, one-year deal 
with catcher Alex Avila.
— Washington retained 
two more players from its 
championship team, final-
izing a $10 million, two-year 
contract with catcher Yan 
Gomes and a $6.25 million, 
one-year contract with 
infielder Howie Kendrick, 
who provided key hits in 
the postseason.
— The Chicago White Sox 
acquired outfielder No-
mar Mazara from Texas for 
minor league outfielder 
Steele Walker.
— Houston manager AJ 
Hinch said he couldn't 
publicly answer questions 
about Major League Base-
ball's investigation into 
allegations by former As-
tros pitcher Mike Fiers that 
Houston used electronics 
to steal signs in 2017.
Before finalizing Cole's 
deal, Boras held his usual 
metaphor-laden winter 
meetings news conference 
and said this offseason's 
uptick in the free agent 
market was a response to 
the fourth straight season of 
decreased major league 
attendance.q

In this Oct. 15, 2019, file photo, Houston Astros starting pitcher Gerrit Cole (45) delivers against the 
New York Yankees during the first inning of Game 3 of baseball's American League Championship 
Series, in New York.
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By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Free-

agent shortstop Didi Gre-
gorius is reuniting with 
manager Joe Girardi in 

Philadelphia, agreeing 
with the Phillies on a $14 
million, one-year contract, 
a person familiar with the 
deal told The Associated 
Press.
The person spoke on con-
dition of anonymity Tues-
day because the agree-
ment, first reported by the 
New York Post, had not 
been announced.
Gregorius spent the last 
five years with the New 
York Yankees, the first 
three playing for Girardi as 
Derek Jeter's successor at 
shortstop.

Girardi replaced Gabe 
Kapler as the Phillies' man-
ager following a disap-
pointing season in which 
Philadelphia faded to 
fourth place in the NL East. 
The team went 81-81 de-
spite signing slugger Bryce 
Harper to a $330 million, 
13-year contract.
Gregorius' 2019 debut was 
delayed until June 7 after 
Tommy John surgery on 
Oct. 17, 2018, to repair an 
elbow ligament torn dur-
ing Game 2 of the AL Di-
vision Series at Boston. The 
left-handed hitter batted 

.238 with 16 homers and 
61 RBIs this year, leaving 
him with a .264 average, 
110 homers and 417 RBIs 
in eight major league sea-
sons.
"Didi has been a great 
player for us. He's a great 
person," current Yankees 
manager Aaron Boone 
said. "Teams are lucky to 
have him because he's a 
really good player. And 
I think obviously going 
into a winter where he's 
healthy, would expect a 
really full, productive sea-
son from him."q

AP source: Gregorius, Phillies 
agree to $14M, 1-year deal

In this Saturday, Oct. 19, 2019, file photo, New York Yankees 
shortstop Didi Gregorius prepares to take batting practice 
before Game 6 of baseball's American League Championship 
Series against the Houston Astros in Houston.  
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MLB instituting 3-batter minimum for 2020 season
By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Major 
League Baseball is pushing 
ahead with a rules change 
for 2020 that requires pitch-
ers to face at least three 
batters or finish a half-in-
ning.
Baseball Commissioner Rob 
Manfred also said Wednes-
day the injured list for pitch-
ers will revert to 15 days 
from 10 days. In tandem, 
pitchers optioned to the 
minors will have to spend 
15 days with farm teams 
before they can be re-
called unless they replace 
a pitcher going on the IL.
As part of a March 8 agree-
ment with the players' as-
sociation, management 
had the right to make the 
changes for 2020.
"I've been kind of contem-
plating things in my head, 
what we want to do and 
what we want to see and 
the kind of pitchers we 
want in our bullpen," said 
Dave Martinez, manager of 
the World Series champion 
Washington Nationals said.
All pitchers must face at 
least three batters or end 
a half-inning, unless injured. 
While the union refused to 

agree to that provision, it 
also said it will not chal-
lenge it. 
"It's already come up in 
a lot of conversations. It's 
definitely on my brain," 
new Chicago Cubs man-
ager David Ross said. "You 
will see definitely see a 
change."
New Philadelphia manager 
Joe Girardi said the use of 
one-batter situational left-
handers had decreased in 
recent seasons.
"I think the game has kind 
of went to multiple-inning 
pitchers anyway, in a sense 
guys that can give you 
more than three outs," he 
said. 
"Depending how many left-
handers they have, maybe 
you spread your left-hand-
ers out. So if they have a 
guy that is efficient in get-
ting left-handed-hitters out, 
you surround him with two 
beasts that are right-hand-
ed hitters."
Active rosters will increase 
by one to 26 from opening 
day through Aug. 31 and 
will drop from 40 to 28 from 
Sept. 
1 through the end of the 
regular season. What had 
been a 26th player for 

certain day-night double-
headers through Aug. 31 
will become a 27th player 
in those situations.
Teams may carry no more 
than 13 pitchers through 
Aug. 31 and no more than 
14 from Sept. 1 through the 
end of the regular season.
Baseball's regular injured 
list will remain at 10 days 
for position players along 

with a 10-day option recall 
minimum. There still will be 
a seven-day concussion IL 
and a 60-day IL for longer-
term injuries.
Position players will be 
prohibited from pitching 
through the ninth inning 
unless the player's team is 
winning or losing by six or 
more runs when he takes 
the mound. 

Two-way players are ex-
empt if they have pitched 
20 innings and made 20 
starts with at least three 
plate appearances in the 
current or previous year.
MLB is still working with team 
local television networks to 
determine whether half-in-
ning breaks for games not 
on national TV can be cut 
to 1 minute, 55 seconds.q

Commissioner Rob Manfred speaks during the Major League Baseball winter meetings Wednesday, 
Dec. 11, 2019, in San Diego. 
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Russian boxers to boycott Olympics if sanctions not lifted
By JAMES ELLINGWORTH 
AP Sports Writer
Russian boxers will only take 
part in the Tokyo Olympics 
if doping sanctions forc-
ing them to compete as 
neutral athletes are over-
turned, the general secre-
tary of the Russian Boxing 
Federation told The Associ-
ated Press on Wednesday.
Umar Kremlev said he has 
spoken with the Olympic 
boxing team and they 
"unanimously" rejected the 
conditions laid out by the 
World Anti-Doping Agency 
as punishment for manipu-
lating doping data.
The WADA sanctions, an-
nounced on Monday, ban 
the use of the Russian team 
name, flag or anthem at a 
range of major sports com-
petitions over the next four 
years, including next year's 
Olympics.
"They said we won't go with-
out our flag and anthem," 
Kremlev said. "We aren't 

going for medals, but for 
that feeling that I brought 
the highest honor home for 
my country."
Separately, the speaker of 
Russia's upper house of par-
liament said Russia could 
create an alternative to 
the Olympics.

"This ruling show the clear 
crisis in international sports 
institutions. I believe that 
Russia could host its own 
games at home," Valentina 
Matvienko said in com-
ments reported by the In-
terfax news agency.
There is a precedent. Af-

ter the Russian Revolution 
of 1917, the Soviet Union 
refused to compete in the 
Olympics and hosted its 
own Spartakiads — named 
after the ancient rebel slave 
Spartacus — with a strong 
socialist slant. However, the 
Soviet Union began com-
peting at the Olympics in 
1952 and Russians gener-
ally take great pride in the 
country's Olympic achieve-
ments since then.
If the sanctions aren't over-
turned, Kremlev said Rus-
sian boxers would prefer to 
turn pro rather than com-
pete at the Olympics.
"A world champion (in pro-
fessional boxing) is better 
known than an Olympic 
champion," Kremlev said, 
adding the Russian anthem 
would be played before 
pro title fights.
Kremlev said boxers are be-
ing asked to shoulder the 
blame for offenses com-
mitted in other sports. He 

said they would still stay at 
home even if Russia's ath-
letes in other sports decid-
ed to take part.
"If other sports are guilty and 
people have breached the 
WADA code, why are we 
punished?" he said. "We 
are for honest sport and 
against doping. We want 
our sport to be clean ... If 
someone breaks the rules, 
we push them out."
Russia is a major power 
in amateur and Olym-
pic boxing. It hosted both 
men's and women's world 
championships this year, 
finishing at the top of the 
medals table at the wom-
en's event and second in 
the men's championships. 
The International Olympic 
Committee has taken di-
rect charge of boxing at 
the Tokyo Olympics after 
criticizing chronic financial 
problems and infighting 
at the International Boxing 
Association.q

Wires go to microphones above a logo of the Russian Olympic 
Committee during President of the Russian Olympic Committee 
Stanislav Pozdnyakov's news conference in Moscow, Russia, 
Monday, Dec. 9, 2019. 

Associated Press



the podcast circuit. 
She offered input on sever-
al pending U.S. privacy bills 
and wrote a 34-page poli-
cy paper for the House Ju-
diciary Committee, whose 
antitrust panel is studying 
Big Tech’s potential abuse 
of its market dominance. 
Zuboff has “put the lan-
guage of economics 
around the experience 
that we all know we’re 
having,” says Beeban 
Kidron, a film director and 
U.K. House of Lords mem-
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By FRANK BAJAK 
AP Technology Writer
Until the Cambridge Ana-
lytica scandal turned what 
had been a slowly gestat-
ing backlash against the 
technology industry’s in-
trusive trajectory into a tor-
rent, people struggled to 
articulate what underlay 
the societal damage it was 
exacting.
They did not include 
Shoshana Zuboff. 
The Harvard business pro-
fessor emerita had already 
spent years developed a 
damning theory. It found 
a big audience with U.S. 
publication in January of 
her 700-page “The Age of 
Surveillance Capitalism,” 
which skewers tech gi-
ants led by Facebook and 
Google. 
Zuboff hasn’t stood still 
since.
Her unflattering indictment 
of Big Tech evokes how 
they harvest the details of 
our lives and make billions 
from that data, all the while 
glueing our attention more 
firmly to their platforms.
A bestseller in Canada 
and Britain, the book pub-
lished is being translated 
into 17 languages and has 
inspired a pair of small the-
aterproductions. Zuboff, 
meanwhile, has been 
counseling politicians, criss-
crossing the Atlantic for 
public forums from Los An-
geles to Rome and hitting 

In this Wednesday, March 27, 2019 photo, author Shoshana Zuboff speaks to a reporter in her 
home in Maine. Zuboff is the author of “The Age of Surveillance Capitalism,” a book about how 
tech companies collect and use personal data. 
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Meet the scholar who diagnosed ‘surveillance capitalism’

ber who spearheaded 
child-protection rules limit-
ing how apps gather data 
and tempt kids to linger on-
line. “She’s a rock star.”
Early on, Zuboff realized re-
searchers had missed the 
importance of the ambient 
data that digital services 
collect — where we use 
them, for how long, what 
we like, what we linger on 
and with whom we associ-
ate. 
They were calling it “digital 
exhaust.”

But Zuboff saw that this 
data wasn’t just an unex-
pected byproduct, says 
Chris Hoofnagle, a Univer-
sity of California-Berkeley 
privacy expert. “It is the 
product.”
Tech industry allies de-
nounce Zuboff’s thesis as 
conspiracy-minded hyper-
bole. Consumers willingly 
trade their personal data 
for access to valuable ser-
vices that don’t cost them 
a cent, they argue. Google 
and Facebook declined to 

discuss Zuboff or her book.
But after more than a year 
of tech-related privacy 
scandals, malign election-
interference and online 
platform-fueled extrem-
ism, investigations opened 
by state attorneys general 
and the U.S. government’s 
first tentative steps toward 
reining in its technology 
titans, it’s become clear 
that Zuboff helped crys-
tallize previously vague 
apprehensions about the 
tech industry.
Zuboff’s indictment is 
straightforward: Tech com-
panies suck up our data 
trails then use those insights 
to steer us toward com-
mercial interactions, de-
velop their next addictive 
apps and predict our fu-
ture behavior — effectively 
molding individual behav-
ior.Worse, she says, these 
invasive business practices 
are spreading. “By now this 
is a virus that has infected 
every economic sector,” 
Zuboff told a meeting of 
international parliamentar-
ians in May.
Zuboff traces the origin 
of surveillance capitalism 
to 2001 as Google, then 
little more than a search 
engine, considered go-
ing public. Faced with the 
need to generate reve-
nue, its founders decided 
to mine the data Google 
amasses when people 
make searches. q

By RACHEL LERMAN
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
YouTube is taking another 
step to curb hateful and 
violent speech on its site.
The video streaming com-
pany said it will now take 
down videos that lob in-
sults at people based on 
race, gender expression, 
sexual orientation or other 
“protected attributes.” The 
Google-owned company 
will also prohibit veiled 
threats of violence, taking 
a step further into moder-
ating what people can say 
on the videos they create 
and upload.
YouTube has been slapped 
with criticism from politi-
cians, viewers and video 

creators for the material it 
allows on — and bans from 
— the site. 
The site has been accused 
of allowing and fostering 
hate speech and extrem-
ism and creating spaces 
for harassment to linger on-
line, along with other digi-
tal sites that allow people 
to upload their own mate-
rial, such as Facebook and 
Twitter.
YouTube has been review-
ing its policies and guide-
lines for about two years, 
Matt Halprin, the compa-
ny’s vice president of trust 
and safety, said in an inter-
view. 
He said the company 
tries to find a balance be-

tween allowing freedom 
of expression and keeping 
hateful speech to a mini-
mum .
YouTube has long prohib-
ited outright threats of vio-
lence. In June, it updated 
its hate speech policies to 
ban videos with white su-
premacist and Neo-Nazi 
viewpoints.
But the company also re-
ceived significant push-
back that month after it 
allowed a video to remain 
on the site from conserva-
tive commentator Steven 
Crowder. 
In the video, Crowder used 
homophobic slurs aimed 
at Vox reporter Carlos 
Maza.q

This April 4, 2018, file photo shows a YouTube logo on a t-shirt 
worn by a person near a YouTube office building in San Bruno, 
Calif. 

Associated Press

YouTube cracks down on racist, sexist and similar insults
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By AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia 
(AP) — Saudi Arabia’s oil 
company Aramco began 
trading for the first time on 
Wednesday, gaining 10% 
in its first moments on the 
market in a dramatic de-
but that pushed its value 
to $1.88 trillion, higher than 
any other listed company 
in the world. 
Trading on the Saudi 
Tadawul stock exchange 
came after a mammoth 
$25.6 billion initial public of-
fering that set the record 
as the biggest ever in his-
tory. 
Aramco, owned by the 
state, has sold a 1.5% stake 
in the company, pricing its 
shares before trading at 
32 Saudi riyals, or what is 
$8.53. 
At pre-trading auction ear-
lier in the morning, bids for 
Aramco reached the 10% 
limit on stock price fluctua-
tion allowed by Tadawul. 
That pushed the price of 
Aramco shares in its de-
but to 35.2 riyals, or $9.39 a 
share. 
Aramco is now the most 
valuable listed company in 
the world, worth more than 
Microsoft or Apple. It’s also 
worth more than the top 
five oil companies -- Exxon 
Mobil, Total, Royal Dutch 
Shell, Chevron and BP — 
combined. 
Aramco is selling 0.5% of its 
shares to individual retail 
investors — most of whom 
are Saudi nationals — and 
1% to institutional investors, 

This Sept. 15, 2019 file photo, shows storage tanks at the North Jiddah bulk plant, an Aramco oil 
facility, in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia. 
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Saudi Aramco starts trading, gaining 10% and reaching $1.8T 

most of which are Saudi 
and Gulf-based funds. 
The retail portion was lim-
ited to Saudi citizens, resi-
dents of Saudi Arabia or 
nationals of Gulf Arab 
states. 
Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman plans 
to use the money raised 
from the sale of a sliver of 
the kingdom’s crown jewel 
to diversify the country’s 
economy and fund ma-
jor national projects that 
create jobs for millions of 
young Saudis entering the 
workforce. 
What the 34-year-old 
crown prince had initially 
sought was a $2 trillion 
valuation for Aramco and 

the sale of up to 5% of the 
company - on an interna-
tional stock exchange as 
well as the Saudi market 
- that could raise $100 bil-
lion.
Instead, potential buy-
ers outside Saudi Arabia 
thought his $2 trillion valua-
tion was too high. With the 
gains made on Tadawul 
and a strong local push, 
the company moves clos-
er to clinching that $2 tril-
lion mark without even list-
ing internationally. 
“They have had to launch 
the IPO on their own stock 
exchange as the valu-
ation was unlikely to be 
achieved elsewhere,” said 
John Colley, associate 

dean at Warwick Business 
School in the U.K.
He said the surging price 
on launch suggests that 
buying may be from those 
affiliated to the crown 
prince.
In the lead up to the flo-
tation, there had been a 
strong push for Saudis, in-
cluding princes and busi-
nessmen, to contribute to 
what’s seen locally as a 
moment of national pride, 
and even duty. 
A brief ceremony on the 
exchange floor as trad-
ing started on Wednesday 
saw a countdown in Ara-
bic, the sounding of a bell, 
a light show with music and 
applause all around. Later, 

at a celebration at the 
Fairmont hotel in Riyadh, 
Aramco Chairman Yasir Al-
Rumayyan, described the 
sale as “a proud and histor-
ic moment for Saudi Aram-
co and our majority share-
holder, the kingdom.” He 
said it demonstrates further 
significant progress toward 
Saudi Arabia’s transforma-
tion, economic growth 
and diversification.
Aramco, which has exclu-
sive rights to produce and 
sell the kingdom’s energy 
reserves, was founded in 
1933 with America’s Stan-
dard Oil Co. before be-
coming fully owned by 
Saudi Arabia four decades 
ago.
Strong demand for Aram-
co’s stock has so far been 
mostly drawn from Saudi 
funds, rather than the wid-
er net of international in-
vestors the crown prince’s 
economic diversification 
plan may need to suc-
ceed.
While the sale of Aramco 
is a step toward raising 
new streams of capital for 
the government’s Pub-
lic Investment Fund, it is 
only part of a much larger 
transformation needed to 
move the economy away 
from reliance on oil exports 
for revenue. 
Zachary Cefaratti, chief 
executive officer of Dalma 
Capital which invested in 
Aramco through funds, 
said he anticipates the 
company will soon be-
come the first in the world 
valued at over $2 trillion. q
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Mother Goose & Grimm

Baby Blues

Zits

Conceptis Sudoku

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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HEALTH

San Nicolas

Police	  	    100
Oranjestad	    527 3140
Noord		     527 3200
Sta. Cruz	    527 2900
San  Nicolas	    584 5000
Police Tipline	    11141
Ambulancia	    911
Fire Dept.	    115
Red Cross	    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas		 587 5900
Prof. Taxi	 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S.	 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv.	 280 2828

Aruba Airport 	 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 	 588 0059
Jet Blue		 588 2244
Surinam	 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

dOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

CRUISES

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

December 12
Carnival Magic 
Adventure of the Seas 
Azamara Journey

Oranjestad: 
Del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253
San Nicolas:
Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

IMSAN 24 Hours
Tel.524 8833

Call: 630 1307
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com
facebookpage:resales&realty

Halley Time Travel
Marriott Surf Club 
Gold Season 
2 BR Garden View $ 5 K
2 BR Ocean  View  $ 7 K
2 BR Ocean  Side   $ 8 K
2 BR Ocean  Front $14K
3 BR Ocean View   $13K

Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold Season
1 BR Ocean View $ 4 K
1 BR Ocean Front $ 9 K
2 BR Ocean View $ 8 K
2 BR Ocean Front$14K

Divi Phoenix 
2 BR Penthouse wk 49 and 50
building 7 on the 7 th floor
32 weeks remain $ 24 K each
2 BR wk 50 building 6 3rd floor
33 weeks remain $22 K

Divi Village 
studio wk 47 and 48 $ 5 K each
building A with 30 weeks 
La Cabana Beach and Casino 
2 BR wk 48 and 49 
E - unit ocean front ground floor 
$15 K each

Renaissance Suites 
1 BR wk 48 harbor V. 
5th floor $5 K
1 BR wk 49 and 50 pool OV
3 rd floor $6,5 K each
1 BR Wk 51 harbor view 
5 th floor  $ 9K 

Divi Village 
1 BR wk 50 
building C 3rd floor 
17 weeks remain $ 6K
Divi Links 
1 BR wk 51 
Birdie 1 with 26 weeks remain 
$12.5 K

Divi Links 
1 BR WK 48 Birdie 2 
with 30 weeks remain $ 5 K
2 BR wk 51 Birdie 1 
26 weeks remain $24 K

In this Oct. 1, 2019 file photo, President Jair Bolsonaro attends a 
ceremony to launch an agro program at the Planalto presiden-
tial palace in Brasilia, Brazil. 
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Brazil's Bolsonaro 
calls activist Greta 
Thunberg a "brat"
MARCELO DE SOUSA and HELENA ALVES 
Associated Press
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Brazil's President Jair Bolsonaro 
on Tuesday called young Swedish environmental activ-
ist Greta Thunberg a "brat" after she expressed concern 
about the slayings of indigenous Brazilians in the Amazon.
Bolsonaro questioned the coverage news media have 
given Thunberg, 16, who on Sunday tweeted a link to a 
story about the murder of two indigenous people in Bra-
zil's Maranhao state. 
"Greta said that the Indians died because they were de-
fending the Amazon," Bolsonaro told a group of journal-
ists. "It's impressive that the press is giving space to a brat 
like that," he added, using the Portuguese word "pirralha."
Following Bolsonaro's comments, Thunberg changed the 
bio on her Twitter profile to say "Pirralha."
Thunberg became a symbol for youth demanding radical 
change to confront climate change when she sparked 
global school strikes.
Her comments about the deaths of the indigenous peo-
ple came as the U.N. was hosting its international climate 
change conference, where Brazil's environmental poli-
cies have been the subject of criticism. Deforestation of 
its Amazon rose nearly 30% in the 12 months through July.
"Indigenous people are being literally murdered for try-
ing to protect the forrest (sic) from illegal deforestation," 
she tweeted. "Over and over again. It is shameful that the 
world remains silent about this."q
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By CHRISTINA LARSON 
AP Science Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rising 
temperatures and shrink-
ing snow and ice cover in 
the Arctic are endanger-
ing habitats, fisheries and 
local cultures, according 
to a report issued Tuesday 
by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration.
“A lot of people think of 
the Arctic as being a far-
away place, but the loss of 
ice is affecting people now 
— it’s changing peoples’ 
lives,” said Don Perovich, 
a Dartmouth College geo-
physicist who contributed 
to the report. “It isn’t just a 
bunch of cold statistics.”
The Bering Sea, which lies 
between Alaska and Rus-
sia, is one of the world’s 
two most productive fisher-
ies. But the Arctic region is 
warming more than twice 
as fast as the rest of the 
planet, the report found.

In this Aug. 16, 2019, file photo, large icebergs float away as the sun rises near Kulusuk, Greenland. 
Associated Press 

Arctic habitats and cultures 
on thin ice as region warms

The past two years saw re-
cord low levels of sea ice — 
frozen seawater — floating 
on the Bering Sea during 
winter, the report found. 
And the habitats of fish on 
which commercial fisheries 
and indigenous groups de-
pend have shifted north-
ward, according to the 
report released at the an-
nual meeting of the Ameri-
can Geophysical Union.
“Fishing industries are built 
around the assumption 
that fish will be in a certain 
place at a certain time, 
but that’s changing in re-
sponse to a rapidly chang-
ing Arctic,” said Waleed 
Abdalati, an environmen-
tal scientist at the University 
of Colorado-Boulder who 
was not part of the report.
For the first time, the U.S. 
agency’s annual “Arctic 
Report Card” includes ob-
servations from indigenous 
groups who hunt and fish in 
the region.

“We look for the return of 
the sea ice every fall sea-
son,” wrote 10 representa-
tives of the region’s more 
than 70 indigenous com-
munities. “The ice provides 
access to seals, whales, 
walrus, fish, crabs and 
other marine life for our 
subsistence harvests.”The 
communities once saw the 
ice in the northern Bering 
Sea during eight months 
of the year, but now they 
only see it for three or four 
months, the report found.
Meanwhile, a new scien-
tific paper published Tues-
day in the journal Nature 
found that the melting of 
Greenland’s ice sheet has 
accelerated. The melting 
is now seven times faster 
than in the 1990s.
Less ice means feeding 
disruptions for many Arctic 
species. Polar bears stalk 
their prey, including seals, 
on ice. Ivory gulls scav-
enge on ice for scraps of 
those hunts, as well as for 
small fish and other crea-
tures.
“Birds are migrating to 
the Arctic and not finding 
the food they need,” said 
Matthew Druckenmiller, a 
scientist at the University 
of Colorado Boulder’s Na-
tional Snow and Ice Data 
Center and one of the 
NOAA report editors. q

By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — The computer models used to 
simulate what heat-trapping gases will do to global 
temperatures have been pretty spot-on in their pre-
dictions, a new study found.
After years of hearing critics blast the models’ accu-
racy, climate scientist Zeke Hausfather decided to see 
just how good they have been. He tracked down 17 
models used between 1970 and 2007 and found that 
the majority of them predicted results that were “indis-
tinguishable from what actually occurred.”
“By and large our models have gotten it right, plus or 
minus a little bit,” said Hausfather, a University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley scientist who is climate and energy 
director at the Breakthrough Institute. “If they get it 
wrong, it’s slightly on the warm side, but I wouldn’t 
read too much into that.”
Ten of the 17 were close to the temperatures that ac-
tually happened, said Hausfather, lead author of a 
study in Wednesday’s journal Geophysical Research 
Letters.
But scientists actually got the physics right even more 
than that, Hausfather said. That’s because they make 
two main assumptions when they model what will 
happen in the future. One is the physics of the atmo-
sphere and how it reacts to heat-trapping gases. The 
other is the amount of greenhouse gases put into the 
air.
A few times, scientists were wrong in their predictions 
about the growth of carbon pollution, saying there 
would be more of the gases than there actually were, 
Hausfather said. If they got the amount of heat-trap-
ping gases wrong, they then got the temperatures 
wrong. 
So Hausfather and colleagues, including NASA cli-
mate scientist Gavin Schmidt, looked at how well the 
models did on just the pure science, taking out the 
emissions factor. On that count, 14 of the 17 computer 
models accurately predicted the future.
The scientists also gave each computer simulation a 
“skill score” that essentially gave a percentage grade 
to each one. The average grade was a 69%.
One of the earliest computer models, made in 1970, 
got a 91%. What’s so impressive about that is that at 
the time, climate change wasn’t noticeable in the 
yearly temperature records like it is now, Hausfather 
said. 
Stanford University climate scientist Noah Diffen-
baugh, who wasn’t part of the study, called the work 
creative and the results striking.q

This Jan. 18, 2019 file photo shows a cyclist amidst morning 
smog in New Delhi, India.  
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Study finds 
climate simulations 
are mostly accurate 
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By MARCELA ISAZA 
Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — For his 
film “Richard Jewell,” Clint 
Eastwood takes aim at the 
media and federal investi-
gators for what he sees as 
a rush to judgment after 
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics 
bombing. The 89-year-old 
director calls security guard 
Richard Jewell’s story “a 
great American tragedy,” 
one he’s been trying to tell 
for five years. 
Eastwood’s movie recounts 
the chaotic summer night 
of the bombing, which 
killed one woman, and the 
swirl of confusion that fol-
lowed. Within a few days, 
Jewell went from being 
hailed as a hero, for finding 
the bomb and reporting it 
to police, to becoming a 
prime suspect in the attack. 
He was cleared of suspi-
cion after three months, 
and died in 2007 at age 44. 
“It’s always tragic when 
people run off with half in-
formation and don’t really 
have the truth set up in front 
of them,” Eastwood said. 
“The press is sometimes in 
a hurry because there’s so 
much competition to be 
the first to do something.”
The Atlanta Journal-Consti-
tution, a central character 
in the film, has disputed the 
paper’s depiction in “Rich-
ard Jewell,” saying it mis-

represents their reporting 
on the story and their staff’s 
actions.
In an interview alongside 
his film’s star, Paul Walter 
Hauser, Eastwood spoke 
with The Associated Press 
about his struggle to get 
the film made, finding suc-
cess in Hollywood despite 
being an introvert, and 
criticisms of the film’s accu-
racy. 
AP: What were your biggest 
challenges with this?

Eastwood: Well, the chal-
lenge was that four-year 
period where the frustration 
of having the project all to-
gether right up to the last 
half an inch and then all of 
a sudden it fell apart -- and 
it fell apart partly on my 
fault, too. You negotiate 
and you hit a wall. Different 
studios owned the prop-
erty. And finally I walked 
away. Then this last year, I 
said, “I wonder whatever 
happened to that? And I 

wonder if I could reinstate 
it?” 
AP: How do you hope this 
film changes the public’s 
perception of Richard Jew-
ell? 
Hauser: The hope with this 
film, other than entertaining 
an audience -- we’re still in 
the business of entertaining 
and telling a great story -- 
but the greater picture, of 
course, is the echo effect 
it will have on the public 
of clearing his name to all 

people. And I think that this 
is a victory lap for the Jew-
ell family, as much as they 
can have without Richard 
here with them.
AP: What are you most 
proud of in your body of 
work? 
Eastwood: Well, I did a one-
act play once when I was 
in high school or junior high 
school, and I swore I would 
never do that again. I hat-
ed the idea. I was a terribly 
complex young kid, and 
the last thing I wanted to do 
is do an extrovert-ish thing 
like acting. But then when 
you get into acting later as 
an adult, you realize it’s not 
necessarily an extroverted 
thing. Introverts make great 
actors because they have 
a lot of things they’re hold-
ing in. It’s just a question of 
learning how to get them 
out into the open. 
It’s also a funny profession 
because you don’t know 
where the next thing is hap-
pening. You try it even if it 
has no resemblance to you 
at all or anything you’ve 
ever thought of. It’s a fun 
life, but a lot of it just so 
happens. 
Stories come along. And 
stories are the king. And 
you go ahead and try to 
tell them the best you can. 
But it’s not just not an in-
tellectual art form. It’s an 
emotional art form.q

This Dec. 5, 2019 photo shows director Clint Eastwood, center, posing with cast members, from 
left, Kathy Bates, Jon Hamm, Paul Walter Hauser and Sam Rockwell during a portrait session to 
promote their film “Richard Jewell” at the Four Seasons Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif.
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Eastwood on ‘Richard Jewell,’ criticism and finding stories

By DAVID KEYTON 
Associated Press
STOCKHOLM (AP) — A$AP 
Rocky is back in Sweden. 
The American rapper 
is set to perform late 
Wednesday in Stockholm, 
where he was convicted 
of assault in August over a 
street brawl.
The artist, whose real 
name is Rakim Mayers, will 
appear at Stockholm’s Er-
icsson Globe arena. 
Following a visit to a 
school in the suburbs of 
the Swedish capital earlier 
in the day, Mayers posted 
an open invitation to his 
concert on instagram. 
“Whoever’s from the 
hood, they get in for free,” 
he said in a video that 
went viral on social media 

and has led to queues of 
youngsters making their 
way into the capital.
High school student Far-
naz Roustaei was in bed 
when she heard the news 
on snapchat and suc-
ceeded in convincing her 
mother to let her travel 
ninety minutes into town. 
She got her ticket via a 
link on Mayers’ instagram 
profile, and while not free, 
it cost her only 11 krona 
(1.1 US dollars.)
“I’m so stressed. It’s my first 
concert ever,” she said, 
sharply dressed and with 
fresh make-up, making 
her way to join her friends. 
Concert promoter Live 
Nation said last month 
that Mayers scheduled 
the show “after tremen-

dous support from the 
Swedish fans.” 
Mayers was arrested 

along with his two body-
guards and charged with 
assault after a 19-year-old 

man was hurt in the June 
30 fight. He pleaded self-
defense, saying he tried 
to avoid a confrontation 
with two men who were 
following his entourage. 
Mayers and his body-
guards were all convicted 
but received conditional 
sentences, sparing them 
prison time unless they 
committed similar offens-
es in the future.
During his return to Stock-
holm this week, A$AP 
Rocky had wanted to 
entertain inmates at Kro-
noberg prison, the facil-
ity where he was held for 
weeks this summer.
But Sweden’s prison 
board nixed the prison 
concert, citing logistical 
and security issues.q

In this file photo dated Monday, Dec. 2, 2019, ASAP Rocky 
poses for photographers upon arrival at the British Fashion 
Awards in central London.
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A$AP Rocky to perform in Stockholm months after conviction
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By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Scarlett 
Johansson received two in-
dividual nominations, “Par-
asite” scored a best en-
semble nod and both “The 
Irishman” and “Once Upon 
a Time ... in Hollywood” so-
lidified their Oscar favor-
ite status in nominations 
announced Wednesday 
for the 26th Screen Actors 
Guild Awards. 

This image released by Lionsgate shows Charlize Theron, from left, Nicole Kidman and Margot 
Robbie in a scene from “Bombshell.”

Associated Press

‘Parasite,’ ‘Bombshell’ get a boost in SAG nominations
The SAG Awards are one of 
the most closely watched 
Academy Awards bell-
wethers because, histori-
cally, a best ensemble 
nomination from the actors 
is usually a prerequisite for 
any best-picture contend-
er’s resume. Actors make 
up the largest percentage 
of the film academy, giv-
ing them the greatest influ-
ence of any branch. 
The actors guild, as expect-

ed, nominated both Martin 
Scorsese’s Netflix opus and 
Quentin Tarantino’s Hol-
lywood fable for best en-
semble, along with a pair 
of individual acting nods: 
Al Pacino and Joe Pesci for 
“The Irishman” and Leonar-
do DiCaprio and Brad Pitt 
for “Once Upon a Time.” 
Each film also added stunt 
ensemble nominations. 
But the guild’s other choic-
es were less predictable. 
The SAGs rounded out best 
ensemble with the casts 
of Taika Waititi’s Nazi Ger-
many coming-of-age tale 

“Jojo Rabbit,” Jay Roach’s 
Fox News docudrama 
“Bombshell” and Bong 
Joon Ho’s class satire “Par-
asite.”
“Parasite,” the much-
praised Korean film, be-
came just the second for-
eign language film to be 
nominated for the SAGs’ 
top award. Only “Life Is 
Beautiful” managed to do 
it before, in 1997. Already 
one of the year’s most criti-
cally acclaimed films, “Par-
asite” looks assured of a 
rare best-picture nomina-
tion for a foreign language 

film. 
Notably missing out on 
the best ensemble nomi-
nation was Noah Baum-
bach’s divorce drama 
“Marriage Story,” which on 
Monday led the Golden 
Globe nominations with 
six nods. It still came away 
with acting nominations 
for its leads, Adam Driver 
and Johansson, and Laura 
Dern for best female ac-
tor in a supporting role. Jo-
hansson was nominated in 
that category, as well, for 
her performance in “Jojo 
Rabbit.”q

By HAU DINH 
Associated Press
LONG AN, Vietnam (AP) 
— Former U.S. first lady 
Michelle Obama spoke 
to students at a school in 
southern Vietnam while 
promoting education for 
girls to help reach their full 
potential. 
Obama, accompanied 
by actresses Julia Roberts 
and Lana Condor and 
“Today Show” co-host 
Jenna Bush Hager, met 
on Monday with girls at 
a high school in Long An 
province by the Mekong 
delta, where they listened 
to the students talk about 
their schoolwork and 
challenges.
“We are gonna shine a 

light on you and the work 
that’s going on here ... 
so that there are people 
around the world, who 
understand that when 
you educate a girl, you’ll 

give them power and a 
voice and an opportunity 
to improve their lives and 
the lives of their families 
and the lives of their com-
munities,” Obama said.q

Former U.S. first lady Michelle Obama speaks to female 
students at Can Giuoc high school in Long An province, 
Vietnam Monday, Dec. 9, 2019. 
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Michelle Obama promotes girls 
education in Vietnam school
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By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press
MADRID (AP) — Teenage 
climate activist Greta Thun-
berg said she was surprised 
and honored Wednesday 
to learn she had been 
named Time’s youngest 
“Person of the Year,” say-
ing the accolade deserved 
to be shared by others in 
the global movement she 
helped inspire.
The 16-year-old Swede 
has become the face of a 
new generation of activists, 
drawing large crowds with 
her appearances at pro-
tests and conferences over 
the past year and a half. 
Some have welcomed 
her activism, including 
her speeches challenging 
world leaders to do more 
to stop global warming. 
But others have criticized 
her sometimes combative 
tone. 
“For sounding the alarm 
about humanity’s predato-
ry relationship with the only 
home we have, for bring-
ing to a fragmented world 
a voice that transcends 
backgrounds and borders, 
for showing us all what it 
might look like when a new 
generation leads, Greta 
Thunberg is TIME’s 2019 Per-
son of the Year,” the media 
franchise said on its web-
site.
Leaving a U.N. climate 

conference in Madrid, 
Thunberg told The Associat-
ed Press she was “a bit sur-
prised” at the recognition. 
“I could never have imag-
ined anything like that 
happening,” she said in a 
phone interview.

“I’m of course, very grate-
ful for that, very honored,” 
Thunberg said, but added 
that “it should be every-
one in the Fridays for Future 
movement because what 
we have done, we have 
done together.”

Thunberg said she was 
hopeful that the message 
being pushed by her and 
other activists — that gov-
ernments need to drasti-
cally increase their efforts 
to combat climate change 
— is finally getting through.
But she insisted that the 
media should also pay at-
tention to other activists, 
particularly indigenous 
people who she said “are 
hit hardest by the climate 
and environmental crisis,” 
and to the science around 
global warming.
“That is what I am trying to 
do, to use my platform to 
do,” she said.
Thunberg said the move-
ment, which has staged 
repeated worldwide pro-
tests attended by hundreds 
of thousands of people, 
had managed to spread 
awareness about the need 
to urgently reduce planet-
warming greenhouse gas 
emissions and help those 
already affected by cli-
mate change.
“To get in a sense of urgen-
cy in the conversation that 
is very needed right now to 
be able to move forward,” 
she said. 
“That, I think, is our biggest 
success.”
Asked whether she thought 
world leaders were begin-
ning to respond to this mes-
sage, Thunberg said: 

“They say they listen and 
they say they understand, 
but it sure doesn’t seem like 
it.”
“If they really would listen 
and understand then I think 
they need to prove that 
by translating that into ac-
tion,” she added. 
She said the experience of 
the past 15 months, going 
from solo-protester outside 
the Swedish parliament to 
speaking in front of world 
leaders at the U.N. General 
Assembly, had changed 
her.
“I think life is much more 
meaningful now that I have 
something to do that has 
an impact,” she said.
Thunberg has tried to pre-
serve some privacy de-
spite the relentless interest 
she’s received from media 
and adoring fans in recent 
months.
She was mobbed on her 
arrival in Madrid last week 
and the attention paid to 
her appearances at the 
climate conference has far 
outstripped that of other 
events, save for Hollywood 
stars like Harrison Ford.
“I would like to be left 
alone,” Thunberg said 
when asked about her 
plans for the next days. She 
will later travel home to 
Sweden, to spend Christ-
mas with her family and 
dogs, she added.q

This photo provided by Time magazine shows Greta Thunberg, 
who has been named Time’s youngest “person of the year” on 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019. 
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Thunberg ‘a bit surprised’ to be Time ‘Person of the Year’

By KIRSTEN GRIESHABER 
Associated Press
BERLIN (AP) — Berlin is 
opening the first of three 
Raphael exhibitions this 
week as the art world cel-
ebrates the 500th anniver-
sary of the Renaissance 
master’s death next year.
Five paintings of the Vir-
gin Mary and her son that 
are usually not exhibited in 
the same space are all on 
display in one room at the 
city’s Gemaeldegalerie 
museum. In addition, Ra-
phael’s famous “The Ma-
donna of the Pinks” will be 
on loan from the National 
Gallery in London for the 
exhibition called “Raphael 
in Berlin. The Madonnas of 
the Gemaeldegalerie.”
The six paintings belong 

to Raphael’s early works 
from the beginning of the 
16th century and depict 
Madonna and her child 
in different variations. One 
shows Jesus on his moth-
er’s lap with pink flowers 
in his hands, another with 
a goldfinch on his leg. On 
most of the paintings Mary 
has a solemn look, as if she 
already knew about her 
son’s fate.
The exhibition’s center-
piece is a tondo, or round 
painting, called “Ter-
ranuova Madonna” from 
about 1505 that Raphael 
created shortly after his ar-
rival in Florence. It shows 
Madonna with her child, 
surrounded by the infant 
St. John and an unknown 
child with a halo. 

“The big Raphael year 
2020 is already starting in 
Berlin in December 2019,” 
the director of the Ge-
maeldegalerie, Michael 
Eissenhauer, told report-

ers on Wednesday. “The 
show gives a precise view 
on Raphael before he be-
came the star artist at the 
Vatican.”
Raphael was born in 1483 

in Urbino and died at the 
age of 37 in Rome. To-
gether with Michelangelo 
and Leonardo da Vinci, he 
is one of the most famous 
Italian artists of the Renais-
sance period. 
The presentation takes a 
historical look at the col-
lection of the Berlin mu-
seums, showing works 
by the “young Raphael” 
that were widely popular 
when the first museum was 
founded in the city in 1830.
The exhibition also sheds 
light on the early acquisi-
tion policies of the Gemael-
degalerie in the broader 
context of the history of art 
collecting in Europe and it 
shows the image that 19th-
century Germany had of 
Raphael.q

The painting ‚Madonna of the Pinks’ of Renaissance artist 
Raphael from London’s National Gallery is on display at an 
exhibition at the Gemaeldegalerie in Berlin, Wednesday, 
Germany, Dec. 11, 2019.
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Raphael show with famous Madonna paintings opens in Berlin
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Santa, soldiers bring joy to beleaguered Alaska village
By MARK THIESSEN 
Associated Press
NAPAKIAK, Alaska (AP) — 
A school employee wear-
ing a traditional pink Alas-
ka Native smock called a 
kuspuk breezed through 
the hubbub in the cafete-
ria adorned with murals of 
purely Alaska scenes, zig-
zagging through children 
clutching presents and past 
uniformed soldiers wearing 
Santa caps.
"Napakiak is happy today," 
she proclaimed to principal 
Sally Benedict.
That's a rare emotion of late 
for the 300 or so residents of 
this western Alaska com-
munity. "We're falling into 
the Kuskokwim River," Bene-
dict explains, because of 
erosion that is forcing ev-
eryone to move their town 
farther inland.
But for one day this month, 
the Alaska National Guard 
gave folks a reason to 
smile, thanks to its "Opera-
tion Santa Claus" program, 
which featured the jolly old 
elf himself distributing gifts 
to the children.
"This lightens the load," said 
Benedict, a former Detroit 
educator who arrived last 
summer. "This is sunshine for 
us. It's a brightening of our 
day."
Now in its 63rd year, Opera-
tion Santa Claus has be-
come a rarity among Na-
tional Guard units. Defense 
officials have shut down the 
program everywhere but 
Alaska, where the mission 
survives because the state 
is so large and some com-
munities are so remote.
The program started in 
1956 when the residents 

of St. Mary's, Alaska, had 
no money to buy children 
Christmas presents after 
flooding severely impacted 
hunting and fishing. Since 
then, Guard members try to 
visit at least two rural com-
munities a year, delivering 
Christmas gifts and other 
needed supplies. 
They've been to remote 
burgs with names like Koyu-
kuk, Savoonga, Illiamna, 
Kwethluk and Tuntuliak. 
The visit to Napakiak in-
volved two aircraft: a 400-
mile (644-kilometer) trip in a 
small airplane from Anchor-
age, then a five-minute he-
licopter ride to the village.
"We love this, we truly love 
coming here," said Maj. 
Gen. Torrence Saxe, the 
adjutant general of the 
Alaska National Guard 

who found himself topping 
ice cream sundaes with 
cherries for the revelers in 
Napakiak. "This is a proud 
tradition."
The Guard isn't the only 
Santa's helper in the na-
tion's largest state.
The Salvation Army is cele-
brating its 50th year of help-
ing the Guard, collecting 
gifts, book bags and other 
items to be distributed. Ma-
jor corporate sponsors like 
Costco and Walmart con-
tribute to the program, and 
Rich Owens for years has 
provided the ice cream 
from his Tastee Freez res-
taurant in Anchorage.

"It's a labor of love," said 
John Brackenbury, the 
Alaska divisional com-
mander of The Salvation 
Army.
Climate change is a con-
tributing factor in the  ero-
sion caused by the Kus-
kokwim, a 700 mile-long 
(1,125-kilometers) river that 
becomes an ice highway 
for travelers in the winter, 
has been an ongoing prob-
lem in Napakiak, but the 
pace has accelerated in 
the past few years. 
It's a dilemma seen in nu-
merous Alaska communi-
ties affected by a warm-
ing climate that is thawing 

permafrost — permanently 
frozen soil — and compro-
mising river banks, accord-
ing to Brian Brettschneider, 
an associate climate re-
searcher at the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks' Inter-
national Arctic Research 
Center. 
"You see this at a number 
of rivers in western Alaska 
where the bank stability is 
so much less than it used to 
be because the warming 
temperatures are allowing 
the banks to just crumble 
away with even typical riv-
er flows," he said.
This year alone, Napakiak's 
erosion has been respon-
sible for more than 100 feet 
(30 meters) of lost shoreline.
In September, the village 
school's 10 fuel tanks were 
relocated by barge across 
the river to the nearby 
town of Bethel after being 
threatened by aggressive 
riverbank erosion.
Erosion also threatens the 
school, which sits less than 
200 feet (60 meters) feet 
from the river. The Lower 
Kuskokwim School District 
needs to move the school, 
but local officials say find-
ing money for a new school 
has been challenging.
River erosion also threat-
ened Napakiak's firehouse 
and city garage, so those 
structures were moved in 
July.
The village also has applied 
for permits to relocate the 
boat harbor, which was 
destroyed by storms in 
May. The five-year plan, 
Benedict said, is to move 
everyone to the other side 
of an air strip. 
But at least for one day, 
the residents of Napakiak 
didn't have to worry about 
the erosion creeping ever 
closer to their homes, and 
instead could focus on the 
smiles or even smudges of 
chocolate from the ice 
cream sundaes on their 
children's faces.
Marcus Billy thought he re-
ceived a basketball, but he 
became a little confused 
when he saw it was lime 
green and not orange. It 
was only when all the wrap-
ping paper was off that he 
was sure. When asked if he 
was happy with that, he 
said, "Yeah!" before running 
off to play.q

This Dec. 3, 2019 photo shows Santa Claus arriving in Napakiak, Alaska, on an Alaska National 
Guard UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter. 
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This Dec. 3, 2019, photo shows Krysta Lexie Kau'aq, left, Michelle 
Nelson, middle and Jessilyn Oscar, right, admire the gifts they 
got from Santa Claus during his visit to Napakiak, Alaska. 
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This Dec. 3, 2019, photo shows 6-month-old Rebecca Ilmar hav-
ing her photo taken with Santa Claus in Napakiak, Alaska.
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